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Charinns, 
Diocles, after a 
Diocleſsan, 


Maximinian, 


Coſroe, 
Aper, 
Niger, 
Cammrins, 


Geta, 


Aurelia, 
Caſſana, 

| Delphia, 
Druſilla, 


—_ 


The Pers0 
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Ns in the PLray. 


— 


Emperor of Rome. 
Firſt a Priyate Soldier, then eleed Empero 


Nephew to Diocks, and Emperor by hi 
Donation. _ 

King of Perſea. 

Murtherer of Nxmerianu, the late Emperor. 

An Honeſt Man, and Great Commander. 

A Captain, and Creature of Aper's. 

Senators. 

Perſian Lords. 

Perſian Ambaſſadors. 

Servant to Djocles. 

Guard. 

Soldiers. 

Suitors. 

Ei@Fors. 

Flame. 

Country-men. 


The Wouwrnx. 


Siſter to Charinas. 
Siſter to Coſroe. 
A Prophetels. 
Niece to Delphia. 


The MasqQuEe. 


Cupid, Sylvanus, Bacchus, Flora, Pomona,. Gods of the Rivers, 
Fanns, Nymphs, Hero's, Heroines, Shepherds, Shepherdellcs, 
.the Graces and Pleaſures, with all: the Followers 'of the 


Gods and Goddeſſes. 
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THE © 


PROPHETESS. 
ACTI.L SCHEMES 
Scene 4 | Pallace. 


Ezxter Delphia and Drufilla. 
Druf. ? T- IS true, that Dzocles 1s courteous, 


-And of a pleaſant-nature, ſweet, and temperate; 
His Couſin Maximiniar, proud, and bloody. 
Delp. Yes, and miſtruſtful too, my Girl, take heed : 
Although he ſeem to love thee, and affect 
Like the more Courtier, curious complement 3 
Yet have a care. 
Druſ. You know all my Afﬀections, | 
And all my Heart deſires, are ſet on_ Diocles. 
But Aunt, how coldly he requites this courteſie ! - 
How dull, and heavily he looks upon me ! | 
Although I wooe him ſometimes beyond modeſty, 
Beyond a Virgins care 3 how till he {lights me, 
And puts me fn off with your Prophelie, 
And the. performance of your late Prediction, 
That. when he's Emperour, then he'll Marry mez 
Alas, what hope of that? 
Delp. Peace, and be patient 3 
For tho' he has now no Badge of Honour on him, 
No Eye of Favour ſhining : 
And tho' my ſure Prediction cf his riſing 
( Which can no more fail, than the Day, or Night doe; 
Nay, let him be aſleep, will overtake him, ) 
Has found ſome rubs, and ſtops 3: yet hear me Neece, 
And hear me with a faith, it ſhall come to him. £ 
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tell thee the occalion. 
_ Druſ. Do good Aunt, -- | F 
For yet I am ignorant. | ' 
Delp. Chiding him one Day, 
Foy being too:near, and ſparing for a Soldier, - 
Toogriping, and too greedy : he made anſwer, 
When I am Ceſar, then I will be liberal. _ 
I, preſently inſpir'd with holy Fire, 
And my Prophetick Spirit burning 1n me. 
Gave anſwer from! the Gods 3 and this 1t was : 
Imperator eris Rome, enm Aprum grandem interfecerjs. 
2mperor, O Diocles, 
When thou haſtRill'd a mighty Boar. From that time | 
(As giving credit to my words) he has employ'd 
Much of his life in Hunting : many Boars, 
Hideous, and fierce, with. bis own Hands he has kill d ; 
- But yet not lighted on the fatal*one, - 
Should raiſe him to the Empirz. Be not ſad Neece, 
Ere long he / ſhall. Come, let us entertain him3 
_ Forby this time, I gueſs, he comes fron. Hunting : 
And by my Art I find this very inſtant, 
' Some great Deſign's on foot. _ 
Druf. Reaven proſper it, But ſee. 
The . Emperor, and his Siſter coming hither. 
+ Delp. And Niger buſie ih diſcourſe with 'em. 
Now Fate is working for us. Let's away. [Exeunt. 


: Enter Charinus, Aureha, Niger. 


Cha. You buz irito my Head ſtrange Likelihoods, 
And fill me full of doubts ; but what proofs: Niger, 
What certainties, that my moſt Noble-Brother 
Came to his end by murther ? tell me thatz *; 
Aſſare me by ſome Circumſtance. 

Nig. IT will, Sir. £62. -1.2 with 
And as I tell you truth, ſo the Gods proſper me : 
I have ;8ften nam'd this Aper.'' © 


= Char. True, you have z 


And in myſterious Setices I have heard you 
. Often break out abruptly. EO. 


TE. Nie. Moſt 
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Nig g. Moſt trae, Sir PTL 
Fear of your unbelief, and the Times cas, 
Made me [ durſt not then go farther. 

Out of your wonted Goodneſs, to give credit, 
I ſhall unfold the Wonder. 

Aur. Do it boldly: | 
You ſhall have bak our hearty Loves, and Hearings. 

Nig. This Aper then, this too much honour'd Villain, 

(For Yo deſerves no mention of a good man) 
Great Sir, give Ear; this moſt ungrateful, ſpiteful, 
Above the memory of Mankind, miſchievous 
With his own bloody Hands. 

Char, Take heed. - 

Nig. I am in, 'Sir, 

And if I make not good my Story. 

' Aur. Forward | 
I ſee a Truth- would break out, be not fearful. 

Nig. I ſay. this Aper, and his. damn'd Ambition, 
Cut off your Brother's Hopes, his Life, and Fortunes : 
The honour'd Numerianus fell by him 3 a 
Fell baſely, moſt. untimely, and moſt treacherouſly : 
For 1n his Litter, as he bore him company, 
Moſt privately and cunningly he kill'd him. 
Yet ſtill he fills the faithful Soldiers Ears ' 
With Stories of his Weakneſs, and looſe Life ; 
That he dare not venture in the open Air, 
And ſhew his Warlike Face among the. Soldiers ; 
The tenderneſs and weakneſs of his Eyes, 
Being.not able to endure the Sun yet. 
Slave that he is, he gives out his Infirmity 
(Becauſe he would diſpatch his Honour too) 
To ariſe from W monde” and Love of Women. 
And thus he juggles ſtill. 

Aur. Oh moſt pernicious, 


| Moſt bloody, and moſt baſe! Alas, dear Brother, 


Art thou accusd, and after Death, thy Memory 
Loaden with Shames and Lies? Thoſe pions Tears 
Thou daily ſhowerd'ſt upon my Father's Monument, 


(When in the Perſian Expedition 


He tell, molt ſtrangely, aid a Pk of Thunder) * 


aid 
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\- I ok Hig 2 and Sins? Thoſe Eye es wept out 
| Made ty Dire of a Noble Nature, ' 
Thoſe Holy Drops of Love, turn'd by De ravers 


| | (Malicious rr Tongues) to thy Abuſes? 
| 
| 


We muſt not ſuffer this. 8 
Char. Now I ſee the Cauſe = , - - 
Why this inhuman, bloody Villain Aper = 


Will not come near me. 


Nig. No, he dare not, Sir; - 
in He has an Inmate here, that's call'd a Conſcience, 
it Bids him keep off. | 
—_ Char. My Brother honour'd him 3 | 
Firſt, made him Captain of his Guard, next, his F riend 3 3 
Then to my Mother (to aſſure him nearer) * | 3 
He made him Husband. . _- _ 
Nig. And withal, Ambitious z _ 
For then he trod.ſo high, his falſe Feet itch'd, Sir, 
To ſtep igto:the Throne. 
Aur. 1f you believe, Brother, 
| Aper a bloody Monſter (as *tis plain) 
Let $ leave difputing, and do "aaa ON Noble. 
- -\. Char. Be rul'd, good Siſter 3, I am as yet too weak 
To meer him in the Field ; he has under him 
The Flow'r of all the Em pire, and the Strength, 
. Fhe Britain and the Oe Cohorts, pray be patient. 
Niger, how ſtands the Soldier to him? 
Nie- In Fear (Sir) more _ T 
Than: Love or Honour ;, he has loſt their AﬀeRions, 
By his. moſt covetous and greedy Griping, / 
Are you delirous to. do. ſomething on him, 
That all the World may know yowloy'd your Brother ? 
| And do it faftly too, without an. Army 2. 
Char. Moſt willingly. | s 
Nig. Then ſend out a Proſcription, © DN B 
Send ſuddenly 5 and. to. that man'that executes it, a 2 
[ (1 mean, that brings his Head). a large Reward, —#F 
-  No-common Sum: then doubt not, you ſhall ſee, - By 
tf | Even from his own Camp, from thoſe men who foHow him, 
Follow, and flatter him, we ſhall find one ;. 
Or, if he miſs, -a hundred he. will venture It 
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tas For his Ra it ſhall be i, or Brother: Z. 
So far I'll honour him, 'who kills the Villain ; 
For ſo far runs my Love to my dear Brother, 
Let him be what he will, Mean, Old, or Crooked, 
He ſhall have Me; nay, which is more, Ill love him: 
I will not be denyd. 
Cha. You ſhall not, Siſter : 
But you ſhall find my Love ſhall go along with it. 
See a Proſcription drawn, and for his Recompence 
My Siſter, and Half-Partner in the Empire : 
And I will keep my Word. 
Aur. Now you do bravely. 
Nig. And tho' it coſt my Life, I'll ſee it publiſh'd. 
Che. Away, and do it inſtantly. 
Nig. I am gone, Sir. .. 
It ſhall be ſoon diſpatch'd.. 
Cha. Be proſperous. - 
Axr. And let the Villain fall. | 
Nig. Fear nothing; Madam. Os [ Exennt. 


Scene a Country-houſe at the Side of a Wood, with the Pro- 
[peft of a pleaſant Country at a diſtance. 


Exter Diocles, Maximinian, and. Geta with a Boar on his Back. 


Dio. Lay down the Boar. 
Get. Withal my. heart, Iam weary ont 
- I ſhall turn Jew, if [ carry more ſuch Burthens. 
Do you think, Maſter, to be Emperor, 
With killing Swine 2 You may be a good Butcher, 
Or allied to an honourable Family. of Tripe-wives :. 
Can you be ſuch an Aſs, my Reverend Maſter, | 
To think theſe Springs of Pork will ſhoot up Czſars 2 
Max. The Fool fays true. 
Dio. Come, leave your focling, Sirrah,, * A 
And think of what thou ſhalt be when I am Emperor. 
Get. Would it would come with thinking, then, o' my con- 
I ſhould beat the leaſt a Senator. Ucience,. 
Max. ' A Sowter, 
q or that's a Flice more frred to thy Nature. . So. 
It: 
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-- Or ſay the Nevil could Seefogtn this Wonder.” ml 
Can ſuch a Raſcal as thou arthope for Honor : > : 
* Such a Log-carrying Clown? | - $6 6000 50 7 


Get. Yes, and bear-it too, oval He 


And bear it ſwimmingly. I'm not Mk firſt AK; $40 
Has born Office, and perform'd it:reverently. 


Dio. Thou being the Son of a "Tyler, nee oat are 


Canſt thon hope to be a Senator ? 
Get. Thou being the Son of #Fanner, * bi bot 


Canſt thou hope to be an Emperor? 4 7 97 


Dio. Thou faiſt true, Geta, there's a > indeed! 
But yet the Bold and Vertuous— 
Get. You fay right, Maſter, 
Right as my Leg 3 for we, the Vertuous, 
Tho' we be Kennel-rakers, Filth, and Scoundrels, 


We, the Diſcreet, and Bold —— Yet, now I remember 1 ic” 


z 


Tylers have better Title to be Senators, 

And oughyto ſtep before you thick-skinn'd T anners3 

For we are higher born than you, no baſe ones, 

None of your Groundlings, Maſter. | 
Dio. 1 like thee 'wellz5 — \ _ 


| Thou haſt as good a mind as I have, to this Honor. 


Get. As good a mind (Sir) for a ſimple Plaiſterer; 
And when I come to execute my Ollice, 
Then you ſhall ſee. 
Max. What? 
Get. An Officer in Fury.z . 
An Officer as he ought to be. Do you land at it ? 
| Isa Senator in hope worth no more Reverence > 
_ By theſe Hands, Pl) clap you by the Heels 
The firſt Hour I come into my Office. 

Max. O, my Conſcience, the Fellow believes 3 It. 
Dio. 1, do, do, Geta- 
For if I once be Emperor 
Get. Then will I 
4 For Wiſe men muſt be had to prop the Sare) 


it | _ Not bate a ſingle Ace of a ſound Senator. 


Dio. But what ſhall we do the whil'ſt> © + 
. Get. Kill ty and mth cw, HOES: ®.. 
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And eat 'em when you bars Bread? > 

Max. Why didft thon run away 
: When the Boar made toward thee ? Art thou not Valiant > : 
be Get. No indeed am I not, 

i L And think it no Diſhonour to confeſs it. 

3 I took a Tree, 'tis true, gave way to the Monſter : 

Heark what Diſcretion ſays, Let Fxry paſs 3 

From the Tooth of a mad Beaſt, and the Tongue of a Slanderer, 
Preſerve thine Hononr. 

Dio. He talks already like a Senator. 1 
Go, take it up, and carry it'inz tis a huge one 3 «] 
We never kill d a larger Swine ; fo fierce too, 
I never met with yet. 

Max. Take heed, it ſtirs again. [ Geta runs up. a Tree. + 
How nimbly the Rogue runs up? Heclimbs like a Squirrel. 

Dio. Come down, ye Dunce ? 1s it not dead ? 

Get. I know not. 

Dio. His Throat's cut, and his Bowels out. 

Get; That's all one, 

I am ſure his Teeth arein. 

Dzo. Come, take him up, IT ſay, and ſee him dreft ; 
He's fat, and will be luſty Meat 3 away with him, 
And get ſome of him ready for our Dinner. 

- Get. Shall he be roaſted whole? : 

Tl run in the Whee) my ſelf. 

Max. Sirrah, leave rating, 
And get ſome Piece of blai ready preſently ; 
£ We are weary both, and Hun; 

- Get. Well, Pll about it. 

'$ What an Inundation of Brewis ſhall 1 fries in> { Exit.Geta. 
E. Dio. Thou art ſtill dull and melancholy, Couſin, 
Diſtruſtful of my Hopes. 

Max. Why, can you blame me ? 


Fg I can't beheve a Jugler. 

® Dio. Thou know'ſt ſhe is a Propheteſs.. 

Y Max.. A ſmall one, ; ; 
3 And as fmall Profit to be hopd for by her. | 

| | Dio. Thou art the ſtrangeſt man! How does thy Hurt ? 


The Boar came very near you. 
Max. A Scratch, a Scratch. 


Dio. Te 


- 5 8 ; « 
—__ Ce RE EE Eo... rt it, 2 oe ng -— OS Þ . 6 hs 
« F4 —_ Md - 's + : VOOR agen 


RAC IL RAI: 4 


SOL 


Ev Fo 
3 


Doobie AS 2 »- 
lt HAI 


% —<f7 99., ag18* a a7 \ » a ON 
FEANES AE ESR ve if A rade.3: 
* 
N ; 


"99 We 609%; Gao 


. een 2 Pos 4% bm 4s 4 Cur 406 ew he tre POE PAS 8 rnd I ts ye cn 
- 4 pt Cs NO ERIN SECEAY et os, 0 A AR Us, oo Br RS; 843 x - A i 
pow Greg hte ev Putt 14 PII FO et 3 IA At we 1 G2 w cairn A AC odeltipots 5s _—_— ns r 2 
I I EE LE EEEES L Sor 
he on n " - i FP E P 1 -> Cs — Lg OY pry "a vi F Hh I I— 
Dr A = h : 5 | : : F 
% Nt. v, 
VO ig ; 
* 
_ . 


OY 
oh. Wie, OV o 
5 $51 ROS? 
es 0 HS ni TS 
- 
4 
rRBg ret a 
SOON IOWA ANSELM AI a peg 2h ns 
F COIm wav. Ihr AF at was; YE Ita GTi 
A ; ry [24 E 5 "__ 
Q bs. 
y * 9 NT k-” 
EE 
Fo 2 
p12 
a > 
41S" 
KF * 
a NI 
&, 
x8 
LY 
48 4 
#%8 
w. : 


bo 


Did you not hear the - = > 


. And fo will any man can tell bat Ta 
That 1s not blind, 'as you are, blind and 4gnorant. 
"Do you think ſhe knows your F ortune 2 ? 


You then believe (for wekinks* tis « moſt neceſſary ) 
She knows her own Fate, 
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Po. i ales ind% tror <5 ths n bbs ergy thi angry. 
Max. Not at the Pain, but/at the Pradtice, Uncle ; 
The butcherly, baſe-Cuſtom of our Lives now. ' © 
| Had a brave Enemies Sword drawn fo much from me, 

Or Danger met me m the Head of the: Army, 
To have bluſht thns, i' my Blood, had been my Honour : 
But to live baſe, like Swine-herds, and believe too ; 
To be fool'd out with Tales, and Old Wives Ee; 
Dreams when they're drunk, or ſplenatick. 

Dio. Certain, you much miſtake her. 

Max. Miſtake her ? Hang her, .,To be made. her Purvey'rs, 
To feed her old Chaps, to 0 provide her daily, 
To bring her Feaſts, while ſhe fits grunting at us, 
And blowing out her Prophecies at both: Ends. 

| Dio; She's a holy: Druid, 

Max. Heaven knows, I don't believe it. 

Dio. Thou haſt a perfe& Malice. | 

Max. So I weuld have, -- | 

Againſt, theſe* 'purblind Prophets 3 for, look you, Sir, 


Old Women will le monſtrouſly, ſo will the Devil ; 

They would at leaſt ſeem Hats” ſo would he. 

He gives em leave now and then to uſe their Cunnings, - 

Which 1s, to kill a Cow, or blaſt a Harveſt, * 
Make young Pigs pipe themſelves to Death, choak Tay, 
And chafe a Dairy-maid into a Fever, - 
With pumping for her Butter. | 
But when he makes theſe Agents to raiſe Emperors, is 

When he diſpoſes Fortune as his Servant, = : 
And ties her to Old 


es Tatls —— 
Dio. You argne learnedly: 


x F mg Yes, and laugh at it 


Die. I do think it. 
Max. Very well, Sir : 


Dio. I believe it certain. 


Max. Dare 
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For I am Joubthl 

Dio. How ? 

Max. Come nearer t0 me, 
Becauſe her cunning Devil ſhant prevent: me ; 
Cloſe, cloſe, and, hear. If ſhe can turn thus Deſtiny, 
Tl be of your Faith too. 

Dzo. Doit; I fear not: 
For if ſhe knows not thus, lure the Knows nothing 3 
I am ſo confidenst.: : 

Max. Faith, ſo am I, 
That I ſhall make her old Sides hw 


Exter Delphia. . 


Dio. She comes : Go take your Stand. 


Max. Now ſbew your Holineſs, or you howl for't, Beldame. 


Del. Now my Son Diocles, 
Are you not weary of your Game to ds 


And are you well? .-. 
Dio. Yes, Mother, well and luſty : 
Oaly WW make me: hunt for empty Shadows. 


You muſt have patience 3 Rome was not built in one day. | 


A Ro he that hopes, muſt give his Hopes their Currents. 
You have kill'd a mighty Boar. 

Dio. But I am no Emperor. 
Why do you fool me thus, and make me follow 
Your flattering Expefation Hour by Hour ? 
Riſe early, and ſleep late, to feed your Appetites ? 
Forget my Trade, my Arms? forſake my Honour ? 
Oppoſe my {elf to Hazards of all forts, 
Only to win the barbarous Name of Butcher. 

Del. Son, you are wiſe. 

Dio. But you are cunning, Mother; 
And with that Cunning, and the Faith I give you, 
You lead me blindly, 0 no End, no Honour. - 

Dcl. Be provident, *' ' 
And tempt not the Gods Dooms, fog not the Glory 
They are ready to fix on ye: you area Foot then. 
Chearful and Er Takers, the Gods love, 
C 


And 
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The Doubtful and Diſtruſtful, Heaven frowns at.. 
What I have told by Inſpiration, 
I tell you once again, —_ and ſhall-find You. 
Dis, But when F'orhow? ' 
Del. Cum Aprume interftceris. 
Dio. 1 have Sor d many. 
Del. Not the Boar they point at: 
Nor muſt I reveal further, mill you clear it. : 
The Lots of Glorious men are wrapt in Myſteries, 
And ſo deliverd : Common and ſhght Creatures, . 
Fhat have their Ends as apen as thar Aﬀtions,. 
Eafie and open Fortunes follow. 
Max. I ſhall try 
How deep your Inſpiration lies hid in you, 
And whether your brave Spirit have a Buckler 
Towecep- this Boar-ſpear off; Tl make ye ſmoke AY 
Dio. Knowing my Fortune {0 preciſely, Mother, "= 
Methinks you ſhould be ſtudied in your own, 4 
In.your own Deſtiny, methinks, moſt perfect. 
Gan the Stars now. 
Or ſecret Inſpirations you:boaſt of, 
If.a-bard Fortune hung, and were now ready. 
To pour it {elf.uponyour. Life, dehver ve? 
Gan they now ſay, Take heed ? 
Dx. Ha ! Pray come hither. | 
Max. I would know that : 5: F-fcar your Devil will 'cozen you, 
And ſtand as cloſe as you can, I ſhall. be. with ye, 
Del. I find a preſent Il. 
Dio. How ?-- Fat. 
Del. But I ſcorn it. 1+ 
Max. Do you ſa2+Do you fo? 
Del. Yes, and laugh at it, es 
is it not. ſtrange, theſe wild and fooliſh men: 
Should dare t' oppofe. the Paw?r of Deſtiny ? 
That Power the Gods fhike- at? :Look yonder, Sore. 
Max. Have you (pied. me ? Then have at Ye. 
Del. Do, fling boldly. T67 4 
Spare not, and hit me it hu cauſk. . : i 
Div. Fling, Couſin. | 3 


Max. T'cannot:: 'triy Arir's dead; P have Yo beings” 
Or if I could fling, fo ſtrong 'is her azrn'd' Virtue, \ EST 
She'd catch the flying Dart. 
Del. Poor, odbrfa ht 
I pitty your. "weak Faiths, Tn, 
Dio. Oh mercy, Mother !-: it 
And from this Hour I'll ſerve m_ a$/A Deitie. 
Del. No more of that. 
Max. Oh let my Prayers prevail too! - 
Here, like a Tree 1 dwell elſe; free me Mother, 
And greater than great Fortune lt Adere ye. 
Del. Be free again, and have more pure Thoughts 1n ye. 
Dio. Now I believe your words / moſt conſtantly ; 
And when I-have that Power you promisd me—— 
Del. Remember then your Vow 3 my Neece, Dru///a. 
I mean to Marty her,” atid'then you proſper. 
Dio. 1 ſhall forget my Life: elle. © 


Enter Niger, Geta, and Soldiers. 


Get. And ſhall he have, as you fay, that kills Aper 

Del. Now mark, and underſtand. 

Nig. The Proſcription's up, 1:th' Market-place, tis up, 
There you may read it. - He ſhall: have half the Empire. 

Get.” A pretty Farm i'faith. 

Nig- 'Ard''th' Emperor's Siſter, the fair Aurelia for his Wite. 

Get. You ſay well Friend: But hark Yes *- SAL 
Who ſhall do this? | 

Nig. You, it you dare ? 

Get. 1 think fo. 
Yet I could poyſon him in a Cap of Wine, . 
He loves that mightily. Bat when I have done this. 
May I lie with the Gentlewoman ? 

Nig. Lie with her ? I, what elſe man? 

Ge. Yes, indeed, 
I have known a married man that neer lay with his Wite > 
= dancing Days were done. 

v. Theſe are 61d Soldiers, 

by _ their Appetites. Save'you, brave Soldiers. 

Mee. You talkt (r,) of Froforipovyn 9961) 09 
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| Nig . | Tis ce, here's 0 one e ſet; up. from o the: Emperor, 
Againſt Volutins Aper # - 
Dio. Apere? | 
Del. Now ; now have you: Fee the Boar > 
Dio. T have the meaning now, moſt bleſled Mother —-- 
Nig. He has ſcorn'd his Maſter; . 
And bloodily cut off by Dat 
His Noble Brother. 
Dio. He is living, 
But weak, and fickly, Sir. 
_ Nig. Did you fee him ? 
Max. No. |. C640 " 
Nig. He is murther'd ; E 
So you ſhall find it mention 4 from the Emperor. : 
And honeſt faithful Soldiers, pray believe it, 
For by the Gods you'll find it {0.3 he's murther'd, 
The manner how, read in the large Proſcriprion. | 
. Del. It is moſt true Son. Aper's a Villain, and a Murderer, ; 
Dio. I thank you Mother, : 
And dare believe. Hark you Sir, 1s the FecOmMpence 
As you related 2. | _ 4s 
Nig. As firm as Faith, Sir. ; 
Bring him alive, 'or dead. 7. 
Max. You have takena fit time. 
The General being out of Town : for tho we love him not, 
Yet had he known this firſt, you had paid for't dearly. 
| Dio. Tis Niger. honeſt Nie er: now I know him. 
A true ſound man, the buſineſs. may be done. 
Make no great ſtay, for your own ſatety, here, | 
Nig. I am gone; I thank you. [_ Exit Nig. 
Dio. Pray, Maximinian, pray. ' 
Max. TY Pray, and Work. too. 
Dio. Ill to the Market-place, and read che offer, 
Now I have found the Boar. 
Del. Find your own Faith : remember what JOU Vow'd.. 
Dio. Oh, Mother. TW: 
Del. Proſper. | ( perors. 
Get. If my Maſter, and I do- this, there muſt be two Em- 5 
What Honour t9-this .Empire will it be, '- T 
To have two ſuch Emperors, as I, and He ?- RR 43 
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ACT'HE SCENE: 


The Scene continues. 


Enter Delphia, ad Druſilla, 


Dru. } Eave us, and not vouchſafe a parting ki(s 
. To her, that in his hopes of Greatneſs hves, 
And - along with him in all his Dangers? 
Del. I grant twas moſt unkind. | 
Druſ. Oh you give it too nnld a name; 
'T was more than barbarous! and you join in it. 
Del. 1, my Druſella 2 
Druſ. Yes, you have blown his Pride to fuch a vaſltneſs, 
He thinks the Empire of the Earth too little. 
This makes him quite forget his humble being 3 
And can I hope that he, who only fed 
With the imagind Food of future Empire, 
Diſdaining thoſe who gave him Means, and Life, 
To nouriſh ſich Defires; when he's poſleſt 
Of his ambitious Ends ( which muſt fall on him, 
Or your Predictions falſe ) will ever 
Deſcend to look on me? 
Del. Were his intents, 
Perfidious as the Seas, or Winds, his Heart 
Compos'd of Falſhood ; yet the benefit, 
The greatneſs of the Good he has from you, 
( For what I have confer, is thine Drzſl/a ) 
Muſt make him firm, and thankful. But if all - 
Remembrance of the Debts he ſtands ingagd for, 
Find a quick Grave in his Ingratitude.: 
My powerful: Art, that guides him to this height, 
Shall make him Curſe the Hour he 'ere was rais'd. 
Or ſink him to the Center. 
Druſ.. T had rather ; | 
* Your Art could force him toreturn that Ardonr., 
Fo me, I bear to him; or give me Power 


Lo moderate my Paſſions. Yet I know not, 1's 
| [ſhould 
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I ſhould repent your Grant, tho' you had ſign'd it, 
( So well I ttink'him/worthy of my Loye); . 
But to believe that any check to him, 
In his vaſt Hopes, could yield content to me, 
Were Treaſon to my Love, that knows no pleaſure, 
The Obje& which it dotes on, being miſerable. 
Del. Pretty ſimplicity, 1-love thee fort, 
And will not fit an idle looker on, : 
And ſee it wrong'd. ' Dry thy innocent Eyes, 
And caſt off jealous Fears: ( yet Promiſes 
Are {lender Comfort,.) and but fancy ought 
That's poſſible in Nature, or:in Art, © 
That may advance thy Comfort, and: be bold 
To tell thy. Soul, 'tis thine: therefore ſpeak freely. 
Druf. You give me a new Life. To conceal from you 
My Virgin Fondneſs, were to hide my Sickneſs 
From my Phyſician. ' Oh dear Aunt, I languiſh 
For want of Drzocle's fight; he 1s the Sun 
That keeps my Blood in a perpetnal Spring 3 
But in his abſence, cold benumming Winter 
Scizes on all my Faculties. Would you bind me, 
( Who am your Slave already Y m more Fetters ? 
Oh bear me then { but 'tis 4mpolſlible 5 
I fear to be effected ) where I may No 
See how my Dzocles breaks thro' his Dahgers, OP 
And in what heaps his Honours fly upon him 
That I may meet hm mn the Height, and Pride 


_ Of all his Glories ; and there 


Challenge him as my -ewn. 
Del. Enjoy thy Withes. 
This 1s an eafie Boon, which at thy Years 
I conld have, "given to. any. t 
It ſhall be done, as firs: my Skill, and Glory. 
From Ceres, I will force her winged Dragons, 
And in the Air, hungover the Tribunal ; 
(The Mulick of the Spheres attending on us ) 
There, as his good Star thou ſhalt ſhine 'upen him, 


| If he prove mue;; /and as his Angel, guardhim : 


But if he dare be falſe; 1in amoment | 
W1ll put that Glorious Light ont, with ſuch horror, 


As 
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As if eternal Night had: ſeiz'd the Sun, 
And all things were returnd to the firſt Chaos, 
Or raiſe ſome Monſter to devour him quick. 
Drs. I fear th' Event 3 but I will do 
Whatever you command. 
Del. Reſt then aſfur'd, 
I am the Miſtris of my Art, and fear not. [Exennt. 


Scene a Foreſt. 


Enter Aper, Camurius, and Guard, with a Clſe Litter, richly 
adorn'd with Figures of Gold, Trophies, and Plumes of White 
Feathers. 


Aper. Your Care of your ſick Emperor, F ellow-Soldiers, 
In Colours to the Life, does ſhew your Love. 
And zealous Duty : O continue it. 
And tho' I know you long to ſee and hear him, 
Impute it not to Pride, or Melancholy, 
That keeps you from your Wiſhes 3 ſuch State-Vices 
(Too too famtliar with Great Princes) arc 
Strangers to all the Actions of the Lite 
Of good Numerianus. Let your Patience 
Be So Phyſician to his wounded Eyes, 
(Wounded with pious Sorrow for his Father) 
hich Time and your long Patience will recover, . 


Provided it prove conſtant. 


1 G4. If he counterfeit, 
F: will hereafter truſt a prodigal Heir, 
When he weeps at his Father's Funeral. 

2 Gua. Or a young Widow, following a Bed-rid Husband 
(After a three-years Sickneſs) to the Fire. 

1 Gua., Note his Humility, with what ſoft Murmurs 

He does inquire hs Pleaſures. 

> Gua. And how foon he 1s inſtructed. 

1 Gua. See how low he bows. 

Aper. All your Commands (Dread Ce far) I] impart 


'To your moſt ready Soldier, to obey 'em 3 


So take your Ret in Peace. . It is the.Pleaſtre 
oy mighty Ceſar, (his Thanks (till remembre(. 


For : 
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For your long Patience, with a: Donative - ' 
Fitting his State to give, ſhall quickly follow) 
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That you continue a ſtrict Guard upon 


| His facred Perſon, and admit no Stranger, | 
Of any other Legion, to come near hum 5 


For none but you he'll truſt. I receive 


Your Anſwer in your Silence. Now, Cammrims, 


Speak without Flattery ; has not Aper acted 
This Paſſion to the Life 2? 
Cam. 1 would applaud him, 


Were he ſaluted Cz/ar : Bur 1 fear, 


Theſe long-protrafted Counſels. will undo us : | 
And'tis beyond my Reaſon, he being dead, 
You ſhould conceal your ſelf, or hope it can 
Continue undi{cover'd. | 

Aper. That I have killd him, 
Yet feed theſe ignorant Fools with Hopes he lives, 
Has a great end in't : The Parnoman Cohorts 


(That are my own, and ſure) are not come up 3 


TheGermar Legions, waver, and Charinxs | | 
(Brother to this dead Dog) (Hells Plagues on Niger.) 
Is jealous of the Murther, and I hear, 


Is marching up againſt me, 'tis not ſafe, 


Till I have Power to juſtifie the Af, 


To ſhew my ſelf the Author, Be careful, therefore, 


For a ſmall time, (till I have fully ſounded 
How the Tribunes and Centurions ſtand affeted) 
That none come near the Litter. If I find them 
Firm to my Party, I'll dare diſcloſe my ſelf; 
And then, live Aper's Equal, 
Car. Does not the Body begin to putrifie ? 
Aper. That exa&ts my. Haſte. | 


When but even now I feign'd Obedience to it, 


As I had ſome great Buſmeſs to impart, 


The Scent had almoſt choak'd me. Be careful therefore 


A!l keep at diſtance. 2 
Carr, 1 am taught my Part, 
Haſte you to perfect yours. 
1 Gza. ] had rather meet - 
An Enemy in the Field, than ſtand thus nodding, 


- 


a. Like a Rug-gown'd Watchman. 


bet? 
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[ Exit Aper. 


WO ads, bow: ; 4 . 4 % , - . _ N 
£ LY, nu > " 9*- , -* q ht _—_ _—. , ”X : os l 
: >” x i be " TG ds .: D b TE . - * 
» 2 _g © RY # Y '' 4 5 Es nj L 

"0 . IK I 3 - - | 4 on IE 
% as. 4 IJ <b; id 3 . 4 ry F y b . "4 
L b. I F [4 

Fi F 2 Fs - - : 4 4 p " = = 


t Fug 
Enter Diodes, Maximinian, 4d Geta. 


& Max. A Watch at Noon! This is a new Device. 
-© Cam. Stand. | | 
#/ Dio. I am arm'd agaift alt Danger. 

Max, If I donot fecond you, 
A Coward's Name purſue me. 
| Dio. Now my Fate guide and dire me. 
44 Carr. You are rude, and ſaucy, - 
2 With your forbidden Feet to tonch this Ground, 
oY doh | to Ceſar only, and to theſe | 
C: That do attend his Perſon. Speak, what are you? 

Dzo. What thon, nor any of thy Faton are, 


oper — wa . 


Nor ever were 3 Soldiers, and honeſt Men. 
2 Cam. So blunt ? . 
Dio. NolInſtruments of Craft, Engines of Murther, my 


That ſerve the Emperor only with oyV'd Tongnes, 
Sooth and appland his Vicesz and when yave wrought 
So far upon his Weaknefs, that he's grown 

Odious to all the Subject; and himfelf; 

- You rid him out of the way. 

g - Cam. Treaſon. 


+ Dio. *Tis Truth, and I will make it good. 
Cam. Lay hands npon*em, or kill 'em inſtantly. 

| Get. Ill keep my Diſtance 3 I donot like the Sport. 
4 Dio. What's he that is | 


i] Owner of any Vertue worth a Romar, 
E Or does retain the Memory of the Oath 
He made to Ceſar, that dares lift his Sword 


SE . 
EE Yet ms) 


| : Againſt that Man who (careleſs of his Life) 
JT - Comes to diſcover ſuch a horrid Treafon, 
7 | As when you. hear't, and underſtand how long 


4 | Yave been abusd, will make you mad with Fury. 
#1 I am no Stranger, but, like you, a Soldier, 
Train'd up one from my Youth 3 an&T ſee fome 
With whom I have ſerv'd; and (not to praife my felt) 
3 Muſt needs confeſs, they have ſeen Diocles, 

be In the late Britain Wars, both dare and do 

IJ Beyqnd a Common Man. 4 F=- 
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1 | Ook Diocks 1 
2 Gua. I know him. the lnavelt Soldier of the Empl. 
Cam.: Stand 3 if thou advance an Inch, thou art dead. 
Dio. Die thou,, | - AY Carr. 
That durſt oppoſe thy ſelf alt a Truth, 
'That will SH out, tho? Mountains cover tt. 
Get. I fear this is a Sucking Pig, no Boar, 
He falls ſo eafie. 
Dio. Hear me, Soldiers: 5 
And if I make it not apparent to you: 
This is an ACt of, Juſtice, and no Murther, 
Cut me in pieces : Ill diſperſe the Cloud 
That has ſo long. obſcur' ry a bloody, At, 
Ne'er equal'd yet.. Youall know _— what F avVaury. 
The good Numerianws ever grac't 


' The Provoſt Aper. 


1 Gxa.. We, all know it well. 
Dio. And that thoſe Bounties 


Should have contain'd.hun (if, he ere had learn'd. 


The Elements of Honeſty and Fruth). 


In Loyal Duty : But Ambition never 


Looks backward on Deſert, but with blind haſte 
Boldly runs on. Burt I fofe time. You are here. 
Commanded by 'thjs Aper to, axtend _. 
The Emperor's pa 'No; my Friends, you are.cozen d, 
The good Numerianas now 118 paſt | 
The ſenſe of Wrong or Injury. 
All Gua, How? dead! 
Do. Let your own. bye inform. you. 
[Opens the Litter, and. hews the Body 
the murther'd: miperor.. | 
Get. Is dis an ts s Cabinet? 
Fough ! T have known a Charnel-bouſe ſmell ſweeter. 
If; Emperors Fleſh have this favour, Wage will mine P.. 
When I am rotten? - 
x Gue. Moſt unheard of Villany! | 
2 Gua. And with all Cruelty to be reveng - "He 
_ 1. Gua, Who is the Martherer?. Name him, that we may. 
Both puniſh it.in him, and. all bis Family. | 


| Dis: -Who ; 


. 
Peet 


Es, 4 
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Whew: And! 5; [if wo © os ne 
That rous, and moſt ungrateful 'Aper, -: 
His deſperate Poniard printed on his RR 
— This deadly: wound. dire 
Nay, weep not, let your Loves ſpeak in your anger 3 
And to confirm you gave no ſuffrage to 
This damned Plot, lend me your helping Hands 
To puniſh the Paricide : ' And if you find 
That there is worth in Dzocles to deſerve it, 
Make him your Leader. 
Al. A Diocles! A'Diocles ” A Diocles. 
Dio, Well force him from his Guards. INow my Stars, 
If you have any good forme in ſtore 
Shew it, when I have ſlain this fatal Boar. 


[ Exennt. 


Delphia, ard Druſfilla, appear in the Air, in 4 Chariot 
drawn by Dragons. 


Del. Fix here, and reſt a while your Sail-ſtretch'd Wings, 
That have out-ſtript the Winds. The Eye of Heaven 
Durſt not behold our ſpeed, but hid it ſelf 
Behind the groſſeſt Clouds z and the pale Moon 
Pluckt in her Silver Horns 3 trembling 'for fear 
That my ſtrong Spells ſhould force her from her Sphere. 
Such 1s the power of Art. RET a, 
 Druſ. Good Aunt, where are we?, /, |. . 

Del. Look down \Druſel/a. - Yonder lofty Towers, _ .. 

And ſpacious Streets,/ where every private Houſe _ 
Appears a Pallace to recave/a King :'' bode; 
The Site, the Wealth, and Beauty of: the Place, | OE” 
Will Toon inform thee 'tis Imperial Rome 
Rome, the great Miſkriſs of the-conquer'd World. 

Dru. But without Dzocles, 1t is to me,;,, -  -. - .. 
Like any Wilderneſs we have pals?d ore. 
Shall I not ſee him ? 

Del. Yes, and in full glory 3 | 
And glut thy eager Eyes with looking on 
His proſperous ſucceſs. Contain thy ſelf ; 
For tho' all things beneath us are tranſparent, 
The ſharpeſt ſighted, were he Eagle-Ey'd, 

Fre D 2 Cannot 
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: Cannot Jiſcover + Nor will v we tang 
Tdle Speftators to behold /his Triumph. 


Exter Diodes, Maximinian, Senators, ; Guard, w_ 
Aper Priſoner, Geta, «rd Officers. | 


- But when occaſion ſhall preſent it 1elf, 
Do ſomething to add 'to it, See, he comes. 
Druſ. How God-likehe : appears with ſuch a grace 
( The Giants, that attempted to ſcale Heaven 
| When they lay dead on the Phlegrean Plain) 
Mars did appear to Jove. 
Del. F A: cany 
Dio. Look on this, 
And when with horror thou haſt view'd thy deed, 

( Thy moſt accurſed deed )) be thy own Judge, 
And tell me if thou canſt perſwade thy (elf, ,"'J 
To Hope, or Plcad for Mercy ? L 
_ No 3.1 confeſs, ny Life's a burthen tome. ; 

h ;o. Thon art like thy name, a cruel Boar. 
Tlong have hunted for 4 and fince now 
Thou art in the Toll, Ennio; 
Thou ever ſhalt break ont. / | + 


Yet fince my futnre Fate depends eProps, 
6 wen to great Delphies Pr h 


_— ( thou fl Boar )Y recerve [&BEs Aper. 
fall by Diocles Hand. 12g rag UG 
| —_ et hes Lat ngriee tothe World, 

1 y* Applauſe to this great nr 

\ Strike Mafick from the 

"Deol now you hononr me: A Symphony of Nu- 
Dio. Ha! Muſick m the Air! "2 ſich in the Hor, 
AP. This is mixaculons't _ 
. Hex: Thin hems the Oodpapprove th Perſon, and the AG. 
ut har 
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Reat. Diocles te Boo ha kill'd, 
(5 Which did infeſt the Land; : | 
What Heart is not with Rapture fill d? 
Who can bis Joys . command ? 

Down, down the bloody Villain falbs, 
Hated, contemn'd of All; __ 

And now the mighty Spirit calls, 
For Sites s Funeral. | 


CHORUS. 


Sing Io's praiſe the Thundring ove, 

Pallas and Venus ſhare ; £1 
Since the All-charming Queen of Love, . 
 Tyſpires the Goll of War. 


Second SONG, by a Woman.. 


Haron, the peaceful Shade anpites, 4 
He haftes to Waft him ore.;, 
Give him all neceſſary Rites, 

To land him on the Shore. |... 
Sound all your Irfruments- of War,... TEEMY 
Eifes, Trumpets, Timbrels play ; 5 
Let all Mankind the- Pleaſure TY 

And bleſs this happy Day. 


CHORUS. 
Sound al your Inſtruments, &c. 


Slow Now the Sack. 


. ( For i in the Soldiers ByesLtead their Love ) 
| Think Diocles worthy to ſapply the Place, 


Of dead Nuwerians: 3\ aghe ſtands | 7 7, 
His Heir in his rev Wes with. one C fel Ws f 
Salute him Em or: 4 #0 FRIED: et %d 
1 Cox. Long li ive\Diveles,” ns ASS? n 433.34 oy TELL 
Anguſtas, Pater Patrie; and.all Titles, © 


That are peculiar 


We gladly throw 6n him 


only, th tg me Cejer "RV 


1 Gua. We confirm, FR ” 


And will defend his honour "wich abia Soda 
Againſt the World ; raiſe him to: the Tebungl. 
' x Ser, Fetch the Imperial Robes : And as a ſign 
We give him abſolute. POWer,« of Life, and Death, 
Bind this Sword to his'Side. ” 
2 Sex, Omit no TE, oe _y be for his honour. 


» 
: 1 z . 
_ as b 
L - " 


While they Ines, bow... wich, the. "Ht Robes, this 
Martial Song is ſung :: Trampets and Ho-Boys join- 
ng with them. 


'ﬀr 'he S olers rejoye,, ORE f 
Wh i general" Worce) IONS Þ 
And the Senate New Ainbays deve” em ; "I t 
Who at his Armies \ Head, TT - - ; 
Strick the fell \Moniſter dad, a 0+ 
And ſo be "ad br; pel3 nora oy: v0 
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etomus! 
Rejeyee Rej her, Ge OH 
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To Mats Ws, an Ws 6s 

4nd their Emperors praiſe, 

4 Trophy of | the: Armies own es 

To Maximinian too, 
Some honours. are due, 

Who joyn'd in the brave undertaking.” 


CHORUS. 
Rejoyce, Rejoyce, 8c. 


With Flowers let 'em ſtrow, 


The way as they go, | 
Their Statues ers Garlands adoyning, 


Who from Tyranies Night 
Drave the Miſts im their Sight, . 
And gave "em. 4 glorious Morning. 


CHORUS: | br 
Repoyce, Rn, CC. | 


Then a Symphony of Fluces in the Air, and'after this 


SONG. 


Ince the Toils and the Haxgrds « ph War s at an end, 
The Pleaſures of Love ſucceed 'em ; 
The Fair ſhould preſent what es Senators ſend,” - 
And compleat what they have' decreed '\ em. 


With Dances and $ ongs, _ Torbours and Flutes, 
Let the Maids . ſhew "their. Joy! as they meet | him; 

With Cym bals and Harps, with Fiols and> Lutes," 
Let ts Huchands and True Lovers greet bi. . 


CHORUS 
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Let the Priefts- wich: Procaſſinis the Hero Sn 
And Statues ere to his Glory ;: 

Let the Smaak from the Altars to Heaven aſcend, 
All ſing Great Diocles ET 


Max. Still the Gods | 
ws that they are 2 Sith the Eleftion 
et. My Maſter is an Emperor, arid I feel 
A Senatork Itch upon me. Would I could hire 
Theſe fine inviſible Fidfers to i to me 
At my Inſtalment. 

Do. Iembrace, ygur Loves, | 
And hope the Honours which. you heap on me. 
Shall be with Strength ſupported. 1 Gre no Titles, 
But as I ſhall deſerve 'em. I —_ keep 
My Name, but with this:difference; E. will add 
To Diocles but two ſhort OP 
And be calPd Dioclefianas.. 

Get. This is fine. 

PI! follow the Faſhion, and when: i: 2m a Senator, 


Il be no =_ plan Geta, but be call d 
Lords 


- 


ot . 


Nag ncer thinks of m me, nor It your E Fay 
_ Enter Niger. 


Det 16 ket PR £ 
Theſe Glones. ſhall '' 
Or an Inchanted-Bang 

Nig. From Charinws, 


to. kim) a as a, Dream, 
Qet. .. 


From Great Charinss,, who with} Joy — wed 
Of your Proceedings, and confirms your Honours. 
He, with.his 'beanteons Sifterzi fair Aurelza,. | 
Are come, in. Perſon, like themſelves attended, . 
To gratulate | our Eortung..- 
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Be thou in Fravce Pro-Conſul.” Let us meet 
The Emperor with all Reſpe& and Honour. 


Trumpets, Exter Charinus, Anrelia, Attendants. 


Dr#. Oh Aunt ! I ſee this Princefs does eclipſe 
The luſtre of my Beauty, tho? I were 
My ſelf to be the Judge. 

Del. Relie on me. 

Cha, Tis Vertue, and not Birth, that makes us Noble. 
Great Actions ſpeak Great Minds, and fuch ſhould govern; 
And you are grac'd with both. Thus, as a Brother, 

A Fellow, and Copartner 1n the Empire, 

I do embrace you: May we live fo far 

From Difference, or emnlous Competition, 

That all the World may fay, although two Bodies, 

We have one Mind. 
Aur. When I behold this Object, 

The dead Namerianys, IT ſhould waſh 

His Wounds with Tears, and pay a Siſter's Sorrow 

To his fad Fate : but fince he lives again 

In your moſt brave Revenge, I bow to you, 

As to a Power which gave him ſecond Life, 

And will make good my Promiſe. If you find 

That there is Worth in me that may deſerve you, 

Altho' my Youth and Fortune may require 

Both to be ſu'd and ſought to, here I yield 

My ſelf to be your Wife. 

Dios. Oh you Gods ! 

Teach me how. to be thankful ; you have pour'd 
All Bleflings on me, that ambitious Man 

Could ever fancy. Till this happy minute 

I ne'er ſaw Beauty, or believ'd there could be 
Perfeftion in a Woman. On my Knees 

I thus receive you 3 and, if you vouchſafe it, 
This day I am doubly married, to the Empire, 
And your fair (elf. 

Del. Falſe and perfidions Villain 

Drs. Let me fall headlong on him. Oh my Stars! 
ThisI foreſfaw, and fear'd. 

us | E Cha, - Call 
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| Cha. C 


She has her Thunder too. Defer the Marriage, 
Or this fell Monſter will devour you all. 
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all in a Alawen; this Knot 
Shall inſtantly be ty'd. wes 

Del. But 1t ſhall not, : 
If Art or Hell have any ſtrength. 


Evter a Flamen. Thurder and Lightning. The Stage ts dark- F 
ned on a ſudden. A dreadful huge ar comes from the 4 
farther end of the Scenes, and moves ſlowly forward. 


Cha. Prodigjous | = 
Max. How ſoon the Day's ore-caſt! 

Fla. The Signs are fatal. 3 
Juno {miles not upon this Match, and ſhews : 
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Dio. Can there be a Stop to all my Happineſs ? 
Cha. We were too violent, L- 
And I repent my haſte. Firſt let us-pay 3 
All Rites of Funeral to my dead Brother ;_ 'Y 
Perhaps that may appeaſe the angry Gods. . 


The Muſick flouriſh. They who made the Monſter ſeparate in 
. an inſtant, and fall into a Figure, ready to begin a Dance of 
 Furies. | | ” 


Cha. 'Tis wonderful. Here, take up the Body = 
And when we have,plac'd his Aſhes in his Urn, * p 


We'll try the Gods again. | 
| [Exennt Trumpets and Drums, ſounding and | 


beating a.dead March. 
Del. 'So, 'tis deferr'd yet, in deſpite of Falſhood. 
Comfort, Dr»ſi/a ;, for he ſhall be thine. 
Some Rites I muſt perform to Hecate, 
To. perfe& my Defigns 3 Which finiſh*d once, 
He ſhall be made obedient to thy Call, 
Or. in his Rune I will bury all. 


End of the Second AQ... 
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ACT IL --SCENE 1. 


Scene 4 Room, Chairs in it, the Hangings" and Figures 
Grotesk. 


: Enter Maximinian. 


Max. WW Hat powerful Star ſhin'd at this Man's Nativity, 
And bleſt his homely Cradle with full Glory ? 

What Throngs of People preſs and buz about him, 

And with their humming Flattertes ſing him Ceſar + ? 

How the fierce-minded Soldier bows before him ? 

Charinxs ſues, the Emperor intreats him ; 

And his bright charming Siſter doats on him : 

; All worſhip him3 yet I'm ſtill Maximiniar - 

2 What have I got by this? I have gone as far 

Fo To wooe this purblind Honour, as he has; 

z And done as much, run thro' as many Perils: 

£ Only the Executioner of Aper, | 

” ] (Which I miſtook) has made him Emperor, 

And me his Slave. 


Enter Delphia azd Druſilla. 


k Del. Stand ſtill, he cannot fee us, till T pleaſe. 
E This Diſcontentment I have forc'd into him, 
; For thy Cauſe, my Druſ#/a. 
Max. Can the Gods fee this ? 
See it with Juſtice, and confer their Bleſlings 
: On him, that never flung one Grain of Incenſe * 
' Upon their Altars, never bow'd his Knee yet? 
2 And I, that have march'd Foot by Foot, ſtruck equally, 
; Contemning his baſe, covetous —— 
Del. Now well appear. - 
Max. Bleſs me, ye Geds ! And with all a wk 
Del. Stand up; my Son 3 
| And wonder not at thy ungrateful Uncle : 
ES I know thy Thoughts, and I appear to eaſe 'em. - 
Mex. Oh. Mother ! did I ſtand the tenth part to you 
E 2 Engwg'd 
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57 Foes 4 and fetter a, as my Uncle does, 


How would I ſerve, how would I fall before you? ? 
How worſhip and adore you ? 
Del. Peace, and flatter not 5 
Neceſſity and Anger draws. this from you, 
Of both which I forgive you. For yeur Uncle, 
'Twas I foretold this Honour, it fell on him, 
Fell to his full Content. He has forgot me, 
For all my Care, forgot me, and his Vow too 3 
And I have forgot him let him ſtand faſt now. 
Come hither ; M Care ſhall be for you. 
Max. Oh bleſied Mother ! | [| She. charms "IN 
Del. Stand. ſtall, and let me work. So now, Maximiniav, 
Go and appear in Court, and eye Aurelia ; 
Stand in her Vew, make your Addreſles to her 5 
Prepare ſome Muſick, and then ſhew your ſelf, 
And mark the Conſequence : 11] fay no more, 


But Fortune is your. Servant 3 go, and be happy. 


Max. 1 know all this is holy Trath. 

Del. Believe, and proſper. 

Dru, Yet all this cures not; me : a 
You had full as much Belief from Diocleſs Fan. 


| [Exit Maximinia N. 


Enter Geta, Litors, and Suitors with Petitions. 


Del. Be not dej jected, I have warnd you often; 
The proudeſt Thoughts he bas, I'll humble, Who's this? > 
O, tis the Fool, and Knave, grown a. grave Officer : 

He's hot with high Preferment. 

Get. What's your Bill? For Grayel for the Appia Way, 
And Pills. Is the Way Rheumatick,> 

1 Suit. 'Tis Piles, an't pleaſe your Worſhip IT 

Get. Remove me thoſe Piles to Port Romans, 


"Tis fitter for the Place. You ſhall be _ 


1 Szit. I thank your Honour. 

Get. Thank me when-you have it 5. 
Thank me another way, you you are;an:AG. elſe. 
I know my Office. Lord; how theſe Fellows throng! joe; | 
That Knave has eaten Garlick 3. "_ —_ ant, him back. 


= 


2 2 Onit, 1 


So wretched as you take us. = 
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2 Suit. [ beſeech your ic Worth: | | 
Here's an old Reck'mng for oth pitt, Sir. 
Get. It ſtinks like "hoy 3 away. Yetlet him tatty. 
Let's ſee your Bill : Give your Petitions | 
In ſeemly fort, and. keep your Caps off decently. 
For ſcowring the Water-courlſes thro? the City ? 
A fine Periphrafis for a Kennel-raker.. © 
Did you ſcowr alf, my Friend ?. You had ſome Buſineſs. 
Who ſhall ſcowr you ? Yortre to be paid, I take it, 
When Surgeons {Wear yoit ave perform'd your Office. 
'3 Sit. Your Worthip's merry. 
Get. We muſt be ſomerimes witty, 
To nick a Knave; tis aſeful to onr Gravity. 
Tl take no more Petirions ; 3 Lam peſter'd ; 
Give me ſome Reſt? 
53 St. T have brought the Gold (an t pleaſe ye) 
Abo the Place you promis'd. 
Get. See him enter'd. How does your Daughter > 
3 Suit. The better for your Worſhip. 
Get.- This is too little : But let.me ſee your Daughters 
'Tis a good forward Girl. I'll take no more Petitions. 
Lic. You ſee the Edile's bufte. 
Get. Look to your Places, or Pll make you ſmoak elſe. 
I drank a Cup of Wine at .yonr Houſe yeſterday, 
It was ſmart Wine, my Friend. 
Eic. Send him the Piece 3 he likes it.. ' 
Get. And eat the beſt Wild Boar at that ſame Farmer's. 
2 Suit. Thave half left yet 3- your Worſhip ſhall command it 
Get. A Bit will ſerve. Give me ſome reſt. Gods help me 
How ſhall I labour when I am a Senator? _, 
Del. Tis a fit Place indeed. 'Save You, Sir. 
Does not'your Worthip know ns? | 
Get. Theſe Women are ſo'troubtefom. 


| There be Houſcs tvs, for fach wretched Creatures, 


Houſes of ſmall Rents,, to. let. old Wives a ſpinning. h 
Dru. We are no Spinfters, IF ey af. you Jook, on us, | 


Del. Does your Mightineſfs '.”* | © 
(For that's a great Deſtroyer oY the- Memory) 


Yet underſtand our Faces ? ek 
mow On | Get. Prethee-- 
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Lic. He muſt not; it ſtandsnot with his Royalty.” 
Get. 1 grant ye. 7 © == ome im 3 

[ being then the Edile Geſtianus, 

A Man of Place, and Judge; is i held requiſite 


I ſhould commit to my conſideration, 
. Thoſe Raſcals of remov'd, and ragged Fortunes, 
FI Who with unreverend Mouths, call'd me Sleve Geta ? 


Lic. You muſt forget their Names3 your Honour bids you, 
Get, I will forget 'em, but I'll hang their Natures. 
T will aſcend my Place, which 1s of Juſtice 
And Mercy I forget yhee. | 
Lic, A rare Magiſtrate ! another Solor: ſure. 
Get. An Hour hence [ll fit in State, 1n this Place, 


And then, hang all are brought before me. [ Exennt. 
b A Curtam falls repreſenting the entrance into the inner part 
; of a Magnificent Pallace. A noble Arch ; behind it two 
+ Embroider'd Curtains, part of the firſt tyd up on either 
4 fide, the farther Curtam hanging down. Figures of 


Diana, on each ſide of the Arch ſtanding on large Pede- 
ftalls. | | 


Exter Diocles. 


Dio. How am I croſs't, and tortur'd ? 
My moſt wiſht Happineſs, my lovely Miſtriſs, 
Who muſt compleat nw Hopes, and link. my Greatnefs, : 
Yet ſevered from my Arms? Telt me, high Heaven, 


St apo 
. 


i How have ſinned, that you ſhould ſpeak in Thunder ? 
FE In horrid Thunder, when my Heart was ready, 
S . To leap into her Breaſt, the Prieſt was ready, 


The fair Aurelia ready. You _ the honour, 
And ere you gave it full, could you deftroy it ? - 


, | Enter Delphia, ard Drufilla./ 


Or was there ſome dire Star > ſome Devil that did 1t ? 
B Some ſad malignant Angel-to my honour ? . 
; With you, I dare not rage. 
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"Get. Price af Su of, Wome.” | 

It is not fit I ſhould, know every. Creature. 

What tho' I was familiar heretofore ? 

1 muſt not know thee now : my.Place neglects thee 
Yet 'cauſe I have a glimps of your remembrance, 
Give me your Sutes, an we me a Month hence. . -. 

Del. Our Suites (Sir ) are,. to ſee the Emperor, 
The Emperor . Diocleſean, to ſpeak with him 
And not to wait on you, We have told you all Sir. 

Get. I laugh at your ſimplicity, poor omen 
To ſee the Emperor 3 you are decerv'd now 5 
The Emperor appears but once in ſeven- cars, 

And then he ſbines not on ſuch Weeds as you are. 
Yet now I thnnk on't; wait in that Room of State, 
Perhaps he may come forth. All leave me but my Officers. 

Del. I thank you, Sir 5 < :- +. ..; [ Ex. Suit. 
Come my Dr»ſcla,” we ſhall ſee him there, [Ex.Del. Druſf. 

Get. I am too merciful, I find it Friends; 

Of too ſoft a nature for an Officer 3 
[ bear too much remorſe, 

Lic. *Tis your own fault, Sir : 

For lock ye, one ſo newly warm in Office, 
Should lay about him blindfold, like true Juſtice ; 
Hit where 1t will : the more you Whip and Hang Sir, 
CTho' without caule, let that ſhew it ſelf afterward ) 
The more you are admir'd, and fear'd, Sir. 

Get. I think it ſhould be ſo. : 

Lic. Your Country-men are by nature Cholerick, 
And prone to Anger. 

Cet. Nay, I can be Angry; _ 

And the beſt is, I need ſhew no reaſon go t. 

Lic, You need' nor, Sir, your Place 1s without reaſon ; 
And what you want in Learning, and in Judgment, 
Make up with Rule, and Rigor. . 
| Get. A rare Counſellor! 
 Inſtruct me further. Is it fit, my Friend, 

The Emperor, my Maſter Diocleſian, _ 
Should now remember. or the Tunes, or FISTS | 
Call'd him, plain, OR Diocles £ 


Lic. He 


Lic. Hemuſt not; it 
Get. I grant ye, 
I being then the Edile Geſtianys, 
A Man of Place, and Judge; is held requiſite 
I ſhould commit to my conſideration, 
| Thoſe Raſcals of remov'd, and ragged Fortunes, 
Who with unreverend Mouths, call'd me Slave eta ? 
Lic. You muſt forget their Names; your Honour bids you. 
Get. I will forget 'em, but I'll hang their Natures. 
I will aſcend my Place, which 1s of Juſtice; 
And Mercy I forget thee. | 
Lic. Arare Magiſtrate ! another Solo ſure, 
Get, An Hour hence Ill fit in, State, in this Place, 


ſtands not with his Royalty. 


And then, hang all are brought before me. [ Exeunt. 
A Curtam falls repreſenting the entrance into the inner part 
of a Magnificent Pallace. A noble Arch ; behind it two 
L-; Embroider'd Curtains, part of the firſt ty'd up on either 
fide, the farther Curtam hanging down. Figures of 


Diana, on each fide of the Arch ſtanding on large Pede- 
ftalls. 


| Ezxter Diocles. 


Dio. How am I croſs't, and tortur'd ? 
My moſt wiſht Happineſs, my lovely Maſtriſs, 
Who muſt compleat mw Hopes, and link my Greatnefs, - 
Yet ſevered. from my Arms? Tel} me, high Heaven, 
How have l ſinned, that you ſhould ſpeak in Thunder ? 
| In horrid Thunder, when my Heart was ready. 
To leap into her Breaſt, the Prieſt was ready, 
The fair Awrelia ready. You AVC the honour, 
And ere you gave it full, could you deſtroy it ? / 


Enter Delphia, ard Drufilla. 


Or was there ſome dire Star ? ſome Devil that did it ? 
Some fad malignant Angel-to my honour ? . 


With you, I dare not rage. E 
tr it | Del. With 
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Tho' it was Ls "nay ok not gary od i fchred z 
II! fright you "more: with me thor canſt not quartet 
I raisd the Thumder-to/ rebuke 'thy/falſhood. 
Look here, to her thy falſhood;” Now: be angry,” 
And be as great in Bvil; as in Etfipire. ”* - 

Dio. Bleſs me: ye Powers! [- ETAL tx 

Del. True, thou haſt need of Blefhng. 


_ Twas I that at thy great Inauguration, 
Hung in the Air unſeen. 'Twas I that honour?d thee 


With various Muſick, and ſweet ſounding Airs. 

But why did I all this > To keep thy Honeſty, 

Thy om, and Faith; that onee forgot, and (lighted, 

Alb other Bleflings leave you; nay Arrelia 

(Unleſs thou ſoon repent) ſhall ſcorn, and hate thee. 
Druſ.. Yet. conlider, 

As you are Noble, as I have deſerv'd ye ; 


_ For yet you ate free. | If neither Faith, nor Promiſe, 


Nor Deeds of former times may be remembred ; ; 
Let theſe new dropping Tears, for I (till love you, Fd] 
Theſe Hands held up:to\ Heaver. — _. - - (you, 
Dio. 1 can pitty you, but that is all; I'll not difſemble with 
T muſt not offer more, 'twere moſt unwiſe in me. 
Del. How? were it not wile? _. 
Dzo. Nor honorable, 


_ A Princeſs is my Love, ſhe dotes ion me 5 


A fair, and lovely Princeſs wr my Miſtrifs: ';. 

I am am-Emperor :' conſider: Prophetefs, + 

I am now. for Queens, for none but -Divine Beauties; 
Tolook folow as thie-cheap commen fweetnels, 
Would ſpeak me: meanſtill; tons my Glories nothing. 
I grant [ made a Vows; what was | then 


As ſhe is now, of no-note, (Hope made me Provide) 


But as I am, to keep this Vow. were monſtrous, 
A madneſs, and a low inglorious fondneſs. 
Del. Take heed; proud Man... '- © 
Dru/.' Princes may love with Titles, 
But I with Truth. '! -- | 6] TOM 
Del. Take heed : here tands thy Deſtiny | 
Thy Fate depends. on her. PCAYY 331 
Dio. Thou 
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| Div. | Thon A Sotcarels 4 TH ' FT 
Would'ſt have-melove this thing ? Fas not ; wordy | 
To wait upon my Saint, to be her: -r==ral ©; 
A Princeſs rs her flave;/ when ſhe 
Bows her beck. The way Perfia's Dita 
( Bright as the breaking .AS art rom Glorious) 
Waits her commands, is proud. to ſerve her Pleaſares. 
Some honorable Match I will provide for her, 
That ſhall advance you both 3 mean time Fil {mile ON fey 
Bt. 


F 


Del. Mean timeT1l haunt you. Cry not Child oro 
'Ere long thou ſhalt more pitty him, ( obſerve me ) 
And pitty him in truth, than now thou ſeekſt him. 
My Art ſhall fail me elſe 5 comme, No more weeping. [ Exeurrt. 


Scene the former Chamber, hung with Grotesk-Work. 


Enter Geta, and Liftors. 


Get. Set me my Chair. 
And now Ill pat on a Face of Authority: 
A Whipping, Tortunng, Hanging Face 3 "tis well. 
Now, bring in the Offenders. 
1 Lic. There are none yet,Sir, but no doubt there will be. 
Get. How? am I ready ? and my Anger too ? 
The fury of a Magiſtrate upon me, 
And no Offenders to execute my Rage on ? 
Ha ! no Offenders Knaves ? 
1 Lic. There are Knaves indeed, Sir 5 
We hope ſhortly to have 'em for your Worſhip. 
Get. No Man to Hang, or Whip? are you good Officers, ' 
To provide no Fuel for a Judges Fury ? 
In this Place, ſomething muſt be done. This Chair 
When 1 ſit down, muſt favour of ſeverit 
Therefore I warn ye all, bring me lend. People, 
Or likely to be lend ; Twigs muſt be cropt too. 
Let me have Evil Perfons1n abundance, 
Or make 'em Evil, 'tis all one; do but fay ſo, 


Then 
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| Then let r me wa. * I | fridle 0 ne, "HG 
And To@t wy-loaging 3 as I am true Edile, - 
And as I hope ta rectifie my. Country, _ _ (1, © 
You are the Scabs Il ſcratcy from the Common-Wealth 5 
You are thoſe Raſcals*of the'State Tl puniſh, ; 
And: 00 ſhall find, and 'feel it. © | By 
ic. You ſhall have many, many notorious People. [| 
Ge. Let 'em be People, 
- And keep notorious to your ſelves.” [Mark me LiFors, 
AE.1 be angry; as my Place will ask it : 
_ And want fit matter-to execute my. Authority on : 
TIL hang a hundred of you. Tl not ftay 
To inquire further into your Offences. 
Iris fufficzent that I find: no. Criminals,  _ 
And therefore-I muſt make ſome 3 let that ſuffice. 


For. lo runs my-\Commiſſion. EN 
Exter Ee, and Druſilla. 7 
Get. What are theſe > |.:... -- K 


Del. You naſt not mourn ll: ; ſome recreation 
To allay this ſadneſs, muſt be ſought. What's here ?> 
Some. ſenceleſs People Worſbipping a Sign in Office. | L 
Get. Lay .hold on her, and >) her faft 5. ; 
She'll ſlip thro' your Fingers [like .an-Eel elſe; F 
Eknow her Fricks.', Hold her, T-ſay, and bind her. 
Or. hang her fiſt, and then ory tell yau wherefore.. 
| Del. What have 1 done? ';._ - 
Get. Thou baft'dope enough to undo thee. 
Thou haſt preſs'd to the Etnperor's preſence without my Waxr- 
| E-being his Key, and Image, ( rant, 
Nel. You-are. indeed, an Image : "PE 
And: of the, courſeſt Stuff, and the worſt making, 
That 'ere I lookt on yet. 
VF} make 4s go 09d an Image of 'an- Aſs. 7 
Get. Beſides, thou art a Woman. of | aleug life. 
Del. 1 am-no, Whore; Sir, nor .no- common fame. 
E- Has. ere proclaim'd. me; vitious to.the .Pegple.. 
a Get. -Thou art to-me, a-damnable teud Woman, . 
| ' Which-is, as ſtrang a prof .as if Forty - ſwore it. . 
#2 KOO thou art. a keeper of tame, Deyils,,. 
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And whereas great and grave Men of my Place, 
Can by the Law be allow'd but one a piece 
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For their own Services and Recreation, 
.Thou, like a Traiterous Quean, keep'ſt twenty Devils, 
Twenty in Ordinary. . OE. 
Del. Pray, Sir, be pacified, 
If that be all ; and if you want a Servants. | 
You ſhall have one of mine ſhall ſerve for nothing; 
A faithful, diligent, and a wiſe Devil. 
For what uſe do you want one ? 
Get. Let her go. =. 
We men of buſineſs muſt uſe ſpeedy Servants. 
Let me ſee all your Family. Sr 
Del. You ſhall ; 1haye Devils of all kinds ready for you. 
| Get. Let me ſee; a Devil for Intelligence ? No, no, 
He will lye beyond all Travellers. A State Devil? 
Neither ; he'll out-do me at my own Weapon. 
An Evidencing Devil ? he'll out-ſwear me, 
And turn my Plots upon my ſelf. An impudent Devil? 
That can out-face a Judge apon the Bench. 
He may hang others, then he may hang me. 
A holy Devil ? one that can out-do 
The High-Prieſt in Hipocrifie. That's dangerous : 
Hell broach ſome new Rehgion; and we are 
Already over-{tockt with ſeeming Saints 3 
Or over-zcalous mad men, that are as bad. 
A Devil that can ſpeak all Languages: 
To entertain Embaſladors in their own Tongues. 
Or elſe ſome pleaſant Airie, Dancing Devils, 
To treat the Ladies with, who viſit me. 
Thoſe would do well. © 
Del. Ir ſhall be done. _ 
Sit there; and if you love your own Life, ſtir not. 
'Ill give you a taſte of my Art immediately. 
You ſee thoſe Antick Figures 1n the Hangings. + 
Get, Yes, very well. 1 TeltY | 
Del. They are all Spirits; all at my command. 
My Servants all, and they ſhall entertain you; 
Come forth, and Dance before this mighty Eavle. 
Come forth, and leave your Shaddows in your places. 
3 F2 
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have danc'd a while, they 'go to fit on the Ghars, nfo 

from "em, and after | joyn in the Dance with * on.” | 


Get. Shall theſe Devils be at my command? | 

_ Del. They ſhall be more obedient than your {laves. 
You ſhall have other Spirits if you pleaſe, 
| Shall take you up, and bear you thro' the Air 3 ; 
Hurricania, appear z and take him up. 

Get. O deliver me ! deliver me! [ Get. : runs off, the Li- 

- Cars folow hi. 

Del. Saz il have frighted him cen, ; 
He'll trouble us .no more. Come my Dr Pol | [ 
Th' Embaſſadors of Perfea are. now . 3s i : 
With th' Emperor Charinus and Aurelia, | : 
Demanding freedom for their Maſter's a, } 
The fair Caſana, whom the haughty Princeſs | | 
Shall ftill retain, and ſend th' Embaſkdors . 
In diſcontent away. Come, do not grieve, 
Thou ſoon ſhalt ſee this proud ingrateful man, EY 
Sa miſerable, thou ſbalr pitty hun. [ Exennt. 


Scent a Magnificent Palace | 


Exter Chariaus, Aurelia, Caſlana, baton, 
and Attendants. | 


Arr. Never diſpute with me, you ſhall not have her ; 
Nor name the greatneſs of your King, -I deſpiſe hjm. | 
Your Knees move nothing 3. ſhould your Maſter bow thus, 
It were his Duty, and my Power ſhould ſcorn him. 

Cha. She is her + inc ( never ſueto me) 
And in her Power torender her, or keep: her, 

She 15 my Siſter, not to be compell'd, 
Nor have her own ſhatcht from her. 

Amb. We only beg her, 

To name what Ranſom ſhe will pleaſe to think of, 


Jewels, 
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Jewels, or Towns, or Provinces. 

Aur. No Ranſom, CL a 
No not your Kings own Head, his Crown upan it, - 
And all the low ſubmiſſions of his People. 

Amb. Fair Princeſs's, onght to have tender thonghts. 

Arr. Is thee too good, 

To wait upon the mighty Emperor's Siſter ? 

What Princeſs of that Sweetneſs, or that Excellence ? 
Sprung from the proudeſt, and the mightieſt Monarchs , 
But may be highly bleſt, to be my Servant 2? 

Caſ. Tis moſt tryje, mighty Princeſs. 

Azr. Has my fair uſa . 
Made you ſo much deſpiſe me, and my Fortune, 
That you grow weary of my Entertainments ? 
Henceforward, as you are I will command you; 
And as you were ordain'd my Priſoner, 

My Slave, and one I may diſpoſe of any way, 
No more my fair Companion : tell your King ſo. 
I'll uſe her as I pleaſe, and that's your Anſwer. 
Amb. Oar Maſter with a mighty Army'snear 5 


I know he'll venture all to free his Siſter 3 
You are the cauſe then of the War : for fince 
Entreaty can't prevail, force muſt compel. Ex. Amb, 


Muſick and a $ O N G. 


Enter Maximinian, he ſtands gazing on the Princeſs 
all the time of the Song. 


mt 1 do to ſhow how much T love her * 
w many Millions of Sigh s can Juffice ©. 
That which wins other Hearts, never can move her, ” 


Thoſe common methods of Love ſhe ll deſpiſe. 


1 will love more thay Man *ere lov'd before me, 
Gaze on her all the Day, melt all the Nught ; 
- Till for her own, ſake at laſt ſhe'll implore me, 
To love hei lefs ro preferve our delight, 


Smce 


[Afide. 
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Canſt raiſe me too;. now ſhew thy mighty Pow' E 
' How ſhe eyes me ? | 


| Who does ſhe take me for 2 Work till, — ſtrong] y. 


© IIS a7 4625 Dota Ie > Rs. ny 
: 


_- ts ” 
= 


Thar. "oy empty Names compel Aﬀections 


Since. Gods themſelves ants" not ever be bring, ©: ff et 
Men. muſt have breathin Recruits for new "AY ; 

1 wiſh my:Love could. be always improving, _ 
Th eager Love more than S orrow A299 


TI Fair Aurelia s Arms kave me expiring,” 

'To be Embalm d. by the Sweets of ber Breath; 
To the laſt Moment T'll ſtill be deſiring : 

Never had Hero fo ares Fl Death, 


| Mex. Now, if thou beta Propheteſs, and canſt do. 
Things of that wonder-that thy Tongue delivers, 
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How ſweet, how fair, and lovely ſhe ew) 

Her Eyes, like bright Noon-beams, ſhoot thorow.me. 
Aur, Oh my dear Friend, where have you been? 
Max. Where am Il? 


fx? 


Aur. Why have you fled my Love, and my Embraces > 
Max. Is this.real ? I dare not truſt wy, Senſes. 
Aur. Can a Clap of Thunder, - 
The Canlie being as' common as the Noiſe is, 
Strike Terror ta a Soldier's Heart ? a Monarch's ? 
Thro all the Fires of angry Heaven, thro' Tempeſts, 
That ſing of nothing but Deſtruction, 
Even underneath the Bolt of Jove, then ready, 
And aiming dreadfully,.I would ſeek you, 
And fly into your Arms. . | bs 
* Max. I (hall be mighty! 
Cha, Fie, Siſter, fie: 
What a forgetful- Weakneds i 1s this in you? "WE. 
What a light Carriage ? Theſe are Words and Offers 


Due only to-your Husband Diocleſiar, 


Aur. "Tis ſtrange, -. 
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« Dio. What can thys.mean ?: * 
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This Man you fee, give what Name or Title, 


Let it beneer ſo mean, neer ſo deſpisd; Brother, 
This lovely Man —— 
Max. 'Tho' I be hang'd, 11 on. 
Axr. This ſweet young Man —— 
Max. Oh Prophetefs! Incomparable Woman | 
Aur. This Man, I fay, 
Let him be what he will, or bear what Fortune, 
This moſt unequal'd Man, deſerves the Bed of Juno. 
Cha. You are not mad ?. | 
_Max. Thope ſhe is; I am ſure I am little better. 


Exter Diocles 


My. Uncle comes. Now if ſhe's firm, I am happy. 

Cha. For Honours ſake, be careful. 

Dio. Oh my fair Miſtris ! : 

Aur. What Man is this? Away 3 What ſawcy Fellow ? 
How came this baſe mean Creature to my Preſence ? 


Dio. Have you forgot me, Fair ? Or do you jeſt with me? - 


T1 tell you how I came; pray look: more kindly. 
Nothing but Frowns and Scorns ! 
Aur, Who 1s this Fellow ? Zi | 
Dio. P11 tell you who : I am your Husband, Madam. 
Aur. Haband to me ? * es 
Dio. Yes, to you, Madam : I am Diocleſran. | 
Max. More of this ſport, and I am made. Oh Mother ! 


_ Compleat what is begun. 


Dzo. I am he, Madam, 
Reveng'd your Brother's Death, ſlew cruel Aper.- 
I am he the Soldier courts, the Emperor honours, 
Your Brother loves. I am he (my beauteous Miſtris) 
Wall make.you Empreſs of the World. _ T4 
Aur. 'Tis falſe, thou art not he : Thou that brave Man ! 
Cha. Is there no. Shame, no Modeſty in Woman ? 
Aur. Thou one of his high Rank! | 
Dio. Good Gods ! What ails ſhe ? C6, RI 
Aur. Generous, and Noble ! Fie, thou art no ſuch Petſon.. - 
Thou art a poor Dalmatian Slave, a low thing, | 
Not worth the Name of Roman. Stand off, farther. . > 


Aur, Come ]. 
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= oh . Cine Mit i ala : SE 
Come ſhew thy ſelf, afid 'blets all i jook 6 oh you. 
Dio. Ha! What is this? _ 
Aur. Thou fair Star that 1 live by, 
Look lovely:on me, break into fult baits, | 
Here is a Face now of another making, 
Another Mould 3 here's a Divine Proportion 5 
Eyes fit for Phebus If to gild the World with. 
422% there, and wonder. Now behold that FO 
That admirable F Ws cut with an Ax out. 
Dio. And do you ſpeak this truly ? 
_ Cha. She's mad, -&; you muſt pardon her. 
Dio. By Heaven, ſhe hangs on him ! 
Cha. Be not diſturb'd, Sir; 'tis but the Fondnefs of her Fit. 
Dio. I am food; and if Tfuffer thr —— 
Cha. Pray be pacifi d; this Fit will foon be off. 
Let her go, Sir; a fittle Reft will Seu her to her ſelf. 
Dze.. You, Sic, [Ext Aureha, 
*Mzx. Well, Sir. 
Dio. Baſe as thou art, how durſt you touch that Lady; > 
Max. I am your Kinſman, Str 3 no {ſuch bafe Fellow : 
1 ſought her not, nor had I any reaſon 
To thruſt a Priticeſt from me; 'twas no Manners. 
'What ſhe beſtow'd was Courteſie, and I thank her. _ 
Dio. Villain, be gone. | 
Max. 1 will, and I wilt go with Glory off, 
And magnifie my Fate. [Exit Maximinian. 


Dio. Good Sir, leave me.; I am a Trouble to my {elf now. 


Cha. 1 am ſorry fort, and hope 
You'll find it but a Womans Fit to try you, 
Dio. It may be ſo: 


[4 


Into what miſery has Forttme brought r'me, [Ex# Chariars. 


- And how long maſt 1 faffer > Poor humble Beings, 
_ Tho' they know Want and Hunger, know not thee, 
- Know not theſe killing Fares : little ſerves *er, 
And with that little they're content, OQ Honour ! 
How greedily Men ſeek thee! and once purchas'd, 
How many Enemies to Man's Peace bring thou > 
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Enter Delphia and Drufilte, 


When! I prefim? CT was bleſt with this fair Woman, 
Del. Behold him now, and tell me how thou lik'ſt him. 
Dio. When alf my, Hopes were up, and Fortune ſhew'd me 
To all the World, the Greateſt, Happieſt Monarch ; 
Then to be cozen'd, to be cheated baſely, 
By my own Kinſman too ! III Kill the Villain. 
Bat can I kill her Hate too? No. he wooes not ; 
She ſeeks him. Shall IL kill an Innocent > 
Oh Fortune f . 
Could thou find none to fool, and' blow like Bladders, 
But Kings, and their Contents? _ 
Del. What think you now, Girl ? 
Dru. Upon my Life, I pity his misfortune. 
See how he-weeps! I cannot hold my Tears now. 
Del. Away, Foot 3 
He muſt weep bloody Fears before thou haſt him. 
How fare you now, brave Diocleſsan ? 
For ſhame ! tyr'd with your Love ? Has too much Pleaſure 
Dulld your mighty Faculties ? 
Dio. Art thou there, 
More to torment me? Doſt thou come to-mock me? * 
Del. I do, I come to laugh at all thy Sufferings ; 
I who have wrought 'em, come to ſcorn thy Sorrows. 
T told thee once, this 1s thy Fate, this Woman 3 
And as thou uſeſt her, ſo thou. ſhalt profper. 
It Snot in Hy power-to' tnrn this Deſtiny, 
Nor ſtop the- Terrence of thy Miferics. 
Thong who didſt thmk no; Power coufd: croſs thy Pleaſure:, 


| Shalt find a Fate/above thee. 


SS 


Thou that hal 166" &4me,'1 
I know my 


wo make thy 


Drs. Good Aunt,ſpeak mildly ; behold how pitiful he!oo's. 
Dio. I find, and eel too, that [ am miſerable. 
Del. Thou art, moſt miſerable. Rae 
Djo.. And didſt thow'work this Miſchicf : > 
Del. I did, and will parſue ut. 
| ey 2 Phir Dro 


Dio. O ſtay, and haye _—_ + oe 
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Yet, Oh1 "WP pity on me. . 
Drs. I will have pity- |»: 
Del. Peace, Child ; this $ofinels ma Po Fe Love, 

But not my Anger ; The ame Kindneſs he ſhews thee, 

The ſame Avxrelia ſhall ſhew him, no farther 3 "oh 

Nor fhall the Wealth of all his Empire change this. 
Dio. I muſt ſpeak fair. Lovely young Maid, forgive me ; 

Look gently on my Sorows 3 you can grieve” t00, 

E ſee it in your Eyes; and thus I thank you. [_Kneels. 
Drs. Oh Aunt ! now I am bleſt! 

Dio. Be not both young and cruel. Kneeling I beg it ſtill. 
Dru. Riſe, Sir, I grant it. Now, Aunt, he is my own. 


Exter Aurelia: 


Del. Thou art deceiv' d 5 not yet, Girl. 
' Aar. Oh my dear Lord! how, have I wrong d your Patience > 
How wandred from the Truth of my Afﬀections? 
How like a. wanton. Fogl;. ſhunnd that T Jlov:d moſt ? 
But you are full of Goodneſsto forgive, Sir, 
As 1 of Grief to. beg, and Shame to take it.. 
Sure IT was not my ſelf ; ſome Dream wrought on is. 
Or ſtrange Nlaſfion : Can you pardon 2. f3 37 
Dio. AU my Delight !. 
My Life ! I with more. pleaſure take thee. .. es? | 
Fhan if there had been no ES Dream ; for certain, 
It was no more, | 
Aur. Now you have forgiven. ms; 
Fll take my leave. The poor Gok Gods hm A pan Bards. 
Del. You ſee how pers., Be. ſo guſt .,, 
To NATE my Drufilla ;, fee 24 oy Joys, | 
What Pleaſures, greater than this L976 can. RIP. f 
Shall always, wait on | 4 : 
Dro. | yl die a fr | | 1+ 
_— os reconcild, Twill en joy her... £ = Caine 
In ſpite of all t Its, and WAGE 4] 
Del. Thon xg hes Fool. oy EY 2 OuP 
Dio. I will, .old doating. Devil... "TIM 
Look thon appear No: more 49- | 
And wert thou any thing but: A 
My. Sword ſhould end'the] 
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Del. I contemn thy Threats, Come, look up, © Git] : 
The Perſians (hall lay an Ambuſh for *em, >. 
And they ſhall fall into the Net, [they ſhall. -- 
If he $a Are not ſoon, I have a Spell onda] Tires wand 317, 
Shall him feel on Earth the Plagues of Hell.  [Exenm. 


The End of the Third AF. 
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ACT W.- :SCENE [ 


Scene the Gs Curtain. 


Enter Delphia and Druſl Ia. 


Del. Is done, Druſe Ia, the great Work is done 3 
Charings, Maximinian, Aurelia, 
Ate all the Perſian Monarch's Priſoners; 
He has 'em in his Power.. Now ſinile, Dr«/Va. 
Dru. Where was my Diocles when this was done? 
Del. Why he was with 'em'; but his Pow'r was vain, 
As vain all the Refiſtance he could makes; 
They bore their Priorieps off, and he was left 
Dru. How, left! Oh do not torture me with Doubt, 
But tell me he is ſafe, and tell me quickly, 
Or I ſhall die with Fear. 
Del. He is (my Girl) in his own Army, ſafe 
Thou ſhalt behold him inſtantly. . 
Drs. Lie ſtill, my trembling Heart, ſince he 1s well. 
But how was, this effected ? | 
Del. 1 made the Perſians lay an-Ambuſh for en, 
Then drew 'em from the Camp to take the Air, 
Attended with a, ſtrong and choſen Guard. 
I made 'em wander at a Diſtance from * em, £ 
And brought Jem. where the Perſears lay conceal'd, 
And put en in their power. Then Diocleſoar, 


Calling aloud for Succour to:the Guard, 


Soon Dave td the Alarm, .and made'em fly. 5 eur 16h oF 
With > the Wings of Speed, to.reſcue 'ems - i bio al 


Which they had wr 5 - ang had I. not rad, 7 1 40 
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Guiding 'em till they-bore e their, Priſoners 0 

Here comes the. Defoar ready to burkt- | | | 
With Anger and De pair, for: fins Dilgraoe: RD ; 
When yo ger, xy the zeſt of * em. are: Your, ; 


Well gs our ſelves. 
Pater Diodeſian, Ni = Senators, Guard, and; 


| __ Die. Talk not of Combe 5 s.T kave broke my Faith,. : 
And the Gods fight .againſt me. ; 
Could it elſe have been ? 
In Nature, that a few weak Perſians - | 
Could: (almoſt in my Armies fight) have forc'd,. _,.., | : 
And:bore in'Triumaph off, 2H that 1 tee? - 7 


My Brother and Copartner 4 in the E en OS z 
The Perſ#ar Priſoner, and rpebag ris? + Ep : 
(A Jewel which YT priz'd-above' try Tie + 30h any: age ) 
Could this have been; and I'want pow'rto teſt” en, Ys J 
If the Immortal Gods Thave provok'd, IE 
Had not given Spirit to:the Undertakers,  .. 


And in thetr IDeſj eted em? i Ys ; 
Nig. Te Great Coſany > -nln) oy oe nv ; 
Your Tafery does confirm you are Miele Care's K: Foe p 
And that howe're their Praftices reach: others, SR 7 
You ſtand abovetheir 'Mahice;. 7 | 
1 Gz.. Do-but lead us_on, OE ic 
With that invincible and undarnted Contaly 
Which waited bravely on you, when you a ppear d. 
The Son of Conqueſty yon thall ice ns force - 
(Tho = the ry ore of- the Eaft ond Py | 
Againſt your Underts the Per on” | 
Ont his ſtron mer) ade ; yi RE... 
Dio. You Sie: Fellow-Soltiers, Lie; " (onatreip 
And tho' (for ſoue-great $itt) | fan or | 
The Obje&t of Heaven's Hare 3 tho Foor Pretty Mg fits 
To dart is threefold Than Jr -on rery Head hill 2 ES, 
It could not fri om tictee Plirſiir ff, WA 
of wy: Revengek Twi ectonn my Friends, - MY 
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And with my Frketwls "ivy 
Fall like my ſelf, .a Solder, Ns by 
Nig. Now we hear great Pckbis 

Do. Draw up*yonr Lepiotis./ _— 
And let it be your care 7 much. lovA Niger) © 
To haſten their remove. And fellow Soldiers, - 
Your love to me, will teach you. to IE, | 
As much as I ſhall, and 1 a5K no more. 

1 Gua. Die he acenttt © Rn” 
Who thinks of reſt, or flees, "before he tis; 
Fhe Perſians win his view. 

Nig. We know the Honour, '. : 
The Dignity of Roz, nd- what's ibove 
All can be urg'd; the quiet of your Mind,” 
Depends upon.our haſte, , , | 

Al. Happinefs, and glorious Viftor attend areat Ceſar.” 

[Exzunt ab but Dioctelian. 

Dio. The chearfulneſs of y Soldiers, gives” ET 
Of. good ſucceſs abroad, If firſt: I' mike. | 
My Peace at home' here; there is ſothethin ; chides whe. 

And ſharply tells me, that my breach of. aith, 

To Delphia, and DruſVa, is the. ground | 

Of my misfortnnes;. ſhe was my better ed. 1 
And thus I do invoke her.. {ven lg bp jt i LES ; 
Thou more, nach more than Woman, 
Look on thy Creatnre. | 

And as thou twice haſt pleas'd to thew: thy Kit 

To reprehend my flthood 3 now 'youchſife- -; 

To ſee:my low ſabmiflion. _ [Pel. and Druf, Arteſia : 

Del. What's thy will > * .”- bs 
Falſe, and ungrateful.Cand* in tha* deſervitig' © oy 
All human ſorrows) dart thou hope from i; 

Rehef, Or Comfont 2 ; BEV Td 

Djo. Peniz ence” can app 1 7 Gee be 0 
ME dan eooothy's FE ROO nk 
Their heavy Augers ; -this/I gt both,Q) y, VL 
The Maſter of great Rome; and 'm oy L008 | 
OF half the- Sur gives heat, and. bent + 
Thus ſaes for Mercy... Be bur as thi avert, BY 734 hs: 
T he Bark, and Pilot of my future Forttitits;” oh 
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| ;d once more Feer, x Actions tothe Port. 
& —_ Honour 3, Ki :L tall ON, ... 
r break my Faith again;to this 1we 
ou with thoſe DE —_ Erjury. 
To make me an. exampl 
Others from ing | %, 
 Druſ. Upon'my.; Bo” 
You ma 5. = him now : he ne 'Te.pr opos ins 
Ought but what's Noble to tne 3 he ogly Fery' d, 
How I could bear 1dneſs,_ I ſee” truth - 
Triumphant in his ſorrow. * Deareſt Aun an, . FT 
credit him, and help him.,.. Sure you can't, 
You can't deny us both, when wethus Plead 3 


Thus, on our Knees, we. both implore your Pardon, "oh 


Your Favour, and Afliſtance. | 
Djo. How .happy had I been, had Inc're lookt, 
_ nd this abſtratt of all Womans povanch 

was L Riſe bo th, | 

I know you are lindere,; and, lforg e.you:_ - 

But had, you gl j;Per ever! logratityde, . 

I had perſu'd you wit our: al jorments 

That Life i it #22 ER : been. a | ea Fo, Ih 
Dio. Could you have added to. t iftion; > 
Del. Yes, much mor re: Th rou At, 

Should "as recav'd* the ſame Tadigait 

She had impos'd on the fair Perſar: I 

Which would have .gaul'd. her, A 

Till Spite, nee pd Piper; F e he | 

And kill her fe © et» 
Djs. And.I badbeen the Huſe of oY s, Woe. ""_- 
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Del. 111 (hew you, what a, Noble Mon nog aloe. 
You would haygyais 'd.to the \ emory of this PrinceB. _ 


C 5 


S be waves ber Wand "thrice. : Soft Muſick” is heard. "Then 
the Curtain rg/ep,and ſhews.:4. ie Tomb.: 269 All bing 


in the midſt of it ty * 


BEAN oY gf 


Del. What ſay you now. Sons” nog oj s 
1s s gay Art 20 be EO 3G: 62} 7 - od; "C2 £ ir TO + C _. L 
* 415 01:01. Sf vm 10 oli 


* Del. 6 


The Gods beſtow, wxth. whims +-20-0 int 
Deo. TI will. tb) iro 54S fet9129 4 1092 28 
And when>I have atrain/A:this Happine;: uh) 1 
Even in the height of my exalted Glory's * Des Oo Moxul? 2 
Something I'll do, ſomething ſo fingular, ils 1-2! + + 


"Del ["Agyeanth it 3 view it nearer. 
Dio. Ha! 'tis the” real Perſon of Avrelia! 
The livelineſs of her Complexion 3 

The brightneſs of thoſe il comming Eyes 
Aſſure me *tis no Viſion. Tis the n_ 26h 
The real, living Princeſs. 

Del. You are deceiv'd, it 1s Illuſion all. 


Delphia ſtamps , and it vaniſhes : þ bebind © it is feen a hoe 
Cupola, /+ upported by Termes on Pedeſtals. The Prophe- 
teſs waves her Wand, the Termes leap from their, Pede- 
ſtalls, the Building falls, and the Termes and Cupola 
_ are turn'd into a Dance of Butterflies. 


Dio. Miraculous ! 

| Del. Come Son, be not dejected s 
I know the cauſes of your diſcontent 3. 
Know you believe your Fame and Honour ſuffers 
In their Captivity. Hear Dizoclefrar 3 
Deſpiſe me, puniſh me for an Impoſtor, 
If Fortune waits not:on thy Sword;:and Victory, 
And glorious Viftory.attends thy Artns! | 
If thou redeem'ſt not; all thy Friends; and: haſt r not: 
Ls fog, © mightieſt Enemies at thy cn” oC] 

z0, Now you revive. me.:; -? F114 « k, 8 

Del. Yet remember, -: | 1 .5v/ 
When you are: raid Aap-tO the higheſt pe poiit {19541 1 1 
Of human Happineb 3 ſuck as moye beyond it, A3D 
Muſt of neceſſity deſeend : think on it; _ 46:51 
Remember your a man, and uſe thoſe Blefings 


All Monarchs ſhall admire;; and biis; few jmitate. 27; 
Del. You ſhall nere repent; Its! r:24 5) 20 11901 87 374. 


Dio. Come my Tiny A971; TT 317 on of \ 
Give FRry Hand, and pray far;my ” 2x00" 1 3'F Exttint 


Er Scene 
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Enter ; Nigh 


T3 (49966 


&r,.Goja, Guard, 4 and Boldiers. 
Nig. How do you hlkwyous entrance tg the War  - F 
When the whole Bod of the Army moves, 1, 
It not a ia ect me? : TENTS ; = 
Gete Tis a fine” May-game. b T DW 3. 
"But Eatir and Dri 7g, 1 is foxbid len in'ts . 
"WI e Walk on, and FL 


4 '* ob 
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h'Jeaſure. 
Like hubgey Boys thit hafte-t6 Sehiobl3'y | - 
We carried Fiſh to th&'City;Yare ſtay .no where | 
For fear our Ware ſhould ſtink. 

x Gua. That's the neceſſity of our ſpeedy ppc 

Get. Sir, I love my eaſe bhope/aiCaptain;” 3:31 
( And a Gown'd Captaznitoogpone who fate/ 5 913 wean! 1 L 
In Furrs upen. :Scat oþlFalalicatwe,) 1007 Dot od 'F 
Repreſenting the Emperer)maypbe difpenc'd with, 41: 7 

T tell you, and do oe: [when Was = DISC; | 
I could indure: luke ders, Cote, organ, 27111110 1 3 
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\ vm "i 92121 ch vw -- J 
Unleſs I have a Dodort my own Dotortos,! 1 3 
That will infure my Life; I think amipang/on wor no 
Nig. Come, fear not, you ſhall want at Sp 
1 Gua, Well mukoy [har wh 7 frocd'' ; 
Get. Not tog@muchyoP! fgbtingy bend 90g pH erat c 10 z 
It is thy Trade, thou apo: x private Sofdies}- b vortiogors 1 114 = 
We Officers, hynouiPhees) miſy'bs fne;”: * 1007 * dinzraoF j 
| And ſtrut, and make a noifgygetuldweiany, #0! 2d 10 2 
Pat ſtill be careful to preſerve our Carcaſles. fliw 7 vid 
1 Gua. You are gy; 007 dats wg fdt> Ehetels 
A Dozen or two a 91ſt) yin 20 1deiod 277-n7. 
Ger. Thou talk'ft ct iugritt ON KH 1300! ob ft ed ' 
As thou wert Lvnſing vhytſetfil bHoweyeri- ed} effi 
I'll have the fear of "Heaven bis py Byes} Hd woY. \ 


And do no hurt, I warrant you. yin: 10 So) =o 


ene Come, mazehotil then? 4 ne de 90 3411 
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And humour him a our mirth lake” b 
x Ga, Come Captain 3; now we are near & this Enemy, 
You ſhall haye: ſport) I warrant you, and ny 
Get. Sport do you'call it? | + 
Knocking out one anothers Brains/a ſport ? Wl | 
Delver me! TO [i 
1 Gaa. Here's a brave Soldier !. 

Nig. He's one pleaſes the Emperor with his Folly, * 
And in that a Wiſe man, and a Vahant,' © | 
3 Gua. Nay then I honour him. © I Feb 
Nig. March on 1 fas: 1 01 ei. 5 >Idao! 


4 flat Scene of Tents. 


Exter Coſroe, Caſſana, and Perfi ans. fe AM Maximiian. 
Aurelia Priſoners : : with Soldiers. A Throne. 


Coſ. Now, by the Perſian Gods, moſt truly welcome 3 
Encompalſt thus with Tributary Kings 
I entertain you. Lead her to my Throne, 
And ſeat her by me. . Now, bow all of you, 
To do her honour. Oh ny beſt Cafſana ! 
Siſter, and Partner of my Lite, and Empire, 
Well teach you to forget with preſent Pleaſures, 
Your late Captivity. And this proud Roar, 
That us'd thee as a ſlave, and did diſdain 
A Princely Ranſom 3 ſhall; if ſhe repine, 
Be forc'd by various Tortures, to adore 
What ſhe of late contemn'd. 

Caſ. All Greatneſs ever- 


Attend my Noble Brother. - Tho Perſez's {til'd 


The Nurſe of Pomp, and Pride, wel Teave to Rome 
Her Native Cruelty :' For know Aurelia, © | 

A Roman Princeſs, and a Coſar's Siſter 5 - 

Tho' late like thee, a Captive 3 I can forget 

Thy barbarous uſage.” And'tho'thow'to me if 
(WhenlI was in thy- power Y'didft/ſhew'thy ſelf 
A molt inſulting Eyranneſs 5 F * thee 

Wil prove a gentle Miftrifs. ' 
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Ni ow. Oh my '*ry Set £528 : 
A Miſtriſs.}- can E live and awe Be js 
To Fleſh, and Blood? I was born to command, 
Train'd up in Soveraignty; and I in Death 


Can quit the name of. Slave:i;\he who ſcorns UR, bet 


May mock Captivity. 

# a, Rome, will be Rome, 
When we are nothing 3 and- her Pow rs the fame 
Which you once quak'd af. 

Max. Dioclefear lives 3 _ 
Hear it and tremble; .lives (thou King of Perſ 4) 
Miſter of his Fortune, and his Honours : 
And tho' by Devilliſh Arts we were ſarpriz'd, 
And made the prey of Magick, and of Theft. 
' And not won Vobl '3 we ſhall be redeemd; 
And by 2 Romy War. Ard every wrong 
We ſuffer here, 4d , my rettirn'd with Intereſt. 
Qn the uwſultio | 

+. Per. Sure t = of Fg are more than men... 

2 Per. Ther great Hearts will not yield ; 
They cannot bend taany. adverſe F <<, 
Such is their confidence. 

Coſ. Then they (hall break. 
Why, you rebellioih Wretches, dare you tilt 
Contend, when the teat Breath, or Nod of mine, 
Makes you a prey to. Vulturs. | The vain name 
Of Roman Legions, I {light, and fcorn. _ 
And for that boaſted Bug:bear Dioclefoar, 
Whole Army now 1s almoſt in our view, 
( That you preſume on) oh were he the Maſter, 

Of Spirit proved to:meet. Me, the Field 3 
He ſoon ſhoukd find that ous, Imnienal, Squardrons, 
Dare meet his boldeſt Troops, and ſcatter 'em. 
As a high tow'ring Falcon on her ftretches 


Scatters the Rd Fowl. -And by the Sun, 


The Moon, the Winds, the Noumſhers of Life, 
And by this Sword, the. Inftrumenc of. Dearh ; - 
Since you ſubmit not humbly 10! oar Mercy, 

But yet dare hope for Liberty by force, 

If  Dioclepan has not the Courage 


Bravely 
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* Aar, I; Liberty, or Revenge. { 4 ls ſands 


Froppereſs. 


Bravely to fre you with his Sword 2-all Davery 
That Cruelty can find out to make you wretched, | 
Falls heavy on you. 
Max. If the Sun keeps his Courſe, 
And the Earth bear his Soldiers March, I fear nor. 
Cha. Let us have Liberty, or full Revenge. Te 


Enter a Perſian. 


Per. An Officer from the Romar: Camp, . | 
Deſires admittance to your Majeſty. 
Coſ. Admit him. | 


& 


"Pate Niger. 


Tow ſpeak thy Meſlage freely. 
go great Maſter. 
The Lad of Rome, ( in'that all power is ſpoken ) 
Hoping that thou wilt prove a Noble Enemy, 
And, in; thy, bold Reſiſtance, warth his 'Canquelhs 
Defes thee, Coſroe. TY 
Max. There's Fire in he” Bo 
Nig. And to encourage thee to meet him ot 

And tug for Empire, dares thee to_the Field, | 

With this aflurance if. thy. Sword. can win EF Sir 
Or force his Legions with thy, Barbed Hoſt, hs 7 ng The 
But to forſake their-Groung-: .[Fhat: not alone TE 7 ws 
Wing'd Victory ſhall perch upon thy Tent | yi 
But all the Provinces, and Kingdoms held 

By Romaz Gartifonsjin this Eqfterg, World,. 

Shall be'delivered np, and he hnfelf, ,;: -, 
Acknowledge thee db Spugreign. ,; 11 return. 

Of this large po" ny he asks only this 3 

That till the doubtfak Dydof War determine 
Who has moſt Power,afd uld Foſenand goin | 
Thou treat thy Noble Priſoners ones gti B I y iy: 4. 

£20 


And not their pyele and.to. *7 "OO RARE 
Guarded into thy SH FTE with £4. eſt forec,: 4 | 
 Thyableſ, men of War, .and.thou. thy {clt_. 

Sworn to make goad the Places., And if he fail, 


(Spigght of} all oppo ofition thou canſt make) | 
: H 2 Ta . 


So >, 1s, 
ES & a 
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In this own Perſon to. cit out os: way,. LD 4. 
And bring 'em ſafely off, the Day is thine 3 = 
And he, like theſe, thy Priſoner. ; 
Cof. Tho'I receive this _ : WS _ [ 
But as a Romar boaſt 3 yet I embrace it;. : 
And love the ſender: Tell him I will bring = bins | 
My Priſoners to the Field, and without odds © 2-42 


Againſt his fingle Force, alone defend 'em 3 f 
Or elſe, with equal Numbers : Tell him this. ' ; 
P11 give the Signal inſtantly, Coprage braye Princes, : 
And let Poſterity Record; that vet IE [Ex Nig, / 


This memorable Day reſtord to Perfta, * 
That Empire of the World, Great Ph; 's'Son_'' 
 Raviſht from us, and Greece gave up to. Rome. 
And this our comfort be, we eannot —_—N — 
Inglorioully, ſince we contend "for all.” | Exennt. 


OO SET IL FO Berrs aoun@Kaonlih nm gon gds , 
EE EI EET TIO De So, 


Emer Geta, and two of the Ty 


Get. A curſe upon your Trade! if *ere I catch : 
Theſe Roguesitt Rome; Il feat the Peace againſt * em. | | 
Run for a Surgeon quickly, or [ faint. eSSNL £ | 

1 Ga. Bear up man 3 'tis but a ſcratch.” 

Get. A Cut crols the Coxcomb, 


Is but a ſcratch YOu —: Poxo your occupation 3 

Your ſcurvy, fc Bling Trae e:*'] was' told before 

My Face was bad wn My Þrtt' how T1ook 11.99% X 

Like Bloody-bone, and Raw: head, ay Children Ot 0} - b 

T am for no uſe elfe. ©- | 1 
2 Gua. Thou ſhalt fright Te - 1 : 
1 Gra. Behold how tertible you ook gi ſos Joan: | 

In the Pummel of my Sword: 1 97 DOE -qIT. 13319Vi1t5 - »14 8 s | [ 
Get. 1 die! I ani'gone! oh typ fiveer Mat bolwond IN 

<103 VINO ZN. © O c l elr's 3 Pl 


Enter Three or:Fbur Pers oh oo : 

2 Gua. T ire rhe Ds 9A On gil il | 

Get. Þ will feap way. TO = v3 16913 1:4 | 

I Cannot hold 'm pM hat EY 1F307 TC Dn, 1 

A maim'd man do'3''i-: Hi £1 cor 20 OY: 5F yds ov Labtec 
; Gue. Nay, then have x Goallh p10 you'f66:had, On. 
2. Ga. hana & wp a — or r dre Te i Pogs - 8177 Of 0110\ 
_ 1.022 YO F: QL2! 129qO 1 a peatvian) 
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| Get. Shall L like « Ceſar, fall - 
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+ The Perſians ſhrink, the Paſſa age 1s laid open ; 


 »'-%> *% 


Among my Friends > No Mercy 2 Et ” Brute? 
You fhall not have the Hononr of my Death 
11 farſt fall by the Enemy. [-He beats off the Perſians; 
1 Gua. Oh brave! brave Geta ! he plays the Devil now. 


Enter Niger. Alarm. 


Nig. Make up for Honour : 


Great Diocleſcar, like a ſecon Mars, 
Performs more than a Man ; his Shield ſtuck full 


Of Perſian Darts, which now are his Defence 
Againſt his Enemies Swords, ſtill leads the Way. [| Alarms ron- 


of all the Per/zaz Forces, one ſtrong Squadron. tired. 
In which Haig King in his own P rio fights, 

Stands firm, and yet unrouted 3 break thro' that, 

The Day, and all is ours. 


AlI. Victory, Victory, [ Exeunt ſhouting. Then a Retreat.. 


Scene Part of a Wood: Be Beyond it large Tents ; m the mid- 
dle a Royal Pavilion; through it is ſeen the Proſpet of- 


a Camp at a diſtance. 


While the Song is ſinging, Enter in a Trinmphal manner, 
Singers and Dancers, Roman Officers, Diocleſian Crown'd . 
with Laurel, Charinus, Aureha, Maximinian, Niger, Geta,. 
Guard. . Thes Coſroe, Caſlana, Perſtan Prixces, _—_ 
;gnarded by Roman Qoldiers. Delpiia az4 Drulilla at 4 


diſtance. 
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Ound, Fame, thy Þrazen n Trumpet ous = 
Stand bt the Tonpotof - the virhel wi 


Aria Tei Cai! [he litung LE OY a around, py F TO 


[ineful: Sounds. reheat rſs © hl. 


þ artful Numbers, and vel ſen Vok, 
. Great Diocleſian's 'S tory.” 
Let all rehearſe, EY 

In lojty Verſe, Wo 

| Great Diocleſian's Glory. 
Sound his Renown, 
Advance his Crown 

Above all Monarchs that e're bleſt the Barth. 

0h ſacred Fame, 
Embalm his Name, 
With Honour here, and Glory after Death. 
All fig his Story, 
Raſe, raiſe his. Gory 


Above all Monarchs that e're beſt the Earth. 


Oh ſacred Fame, 


Embalm his Nane, 
With Honour here, and Glory ore Death. 


" Nio. 1 am ' "RW 7 in the Victory | 
Your Freedom is ten thouſand Triumphs to me. 


| You (Sir) ſhare in my Glories, and Avrelia, 


Unkind Azrelia, {till commands the Victor. 

Nephew, remember by whoſe Gift you are free, 

For I can only pity you. Nor be thon forgot, 

My firſt poor Bond-man, Gera; I am _ 

Thou art tarn'd a Fighter. | 
Get. 'Twas againſt my will ; but now I ath coritent ewith i it. 
Cha. Oh Remans ! Country men ! 

You never can beſtow Honour enough 

Upon your Emperor : -Think on new Titles, 

Tranſcending all Example. Sor 
Nig. We will mare; 11-2 it MRNTTH & * 

His Sne of pure Gold ſet .in the Cipiol; HER aced 

| And he that bows. not to it asa Gad, es 

| Fortfeits his Head. 
| Max. I ſhall burſt with Eavy: 5 


: And 
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The Propheteſs. 
And yet theſe Honours, which conferr'd on me, 
Would raiſe me to the Clouds, never move him. 

| Dio. Suppoſe this done, yet ſtill I am a Man ; 
And all theſe Glories you would heap upon me, 
Cannot defend me from a ſhaking Fever, 
Or bribe the all-deſtroying Dart of Death, 
To ſpare me one ſhort Moment. 
Shall I praiſe Fortune? or build my Happineſs 
On her uncertain Favour, that yet was never 
Conſtant to any Man ? Shonld my Reaſon fail, 
(As Flattery oft corrupts it) here's an Example, 
To ſhew how far her Smiles areto be truſted. 
The Riſing Sun, this Morning, ſaw this Man 
The Perſfar Monarch, and thoſe Subjef&s proud 
Who had the Honour to ſalute his Garment * 
And yet, ere his Diurnal Progreſs ends, 
He is the Scorn of Fortune : But youll ſay, 
That ſhe forſook him for his Cowardife, 
But never leaves the Bold. Now by my Hopes 
Of Peace and Quiet here, I never met 
A braver Enemy. To ſhew how much I honour hit, 
Great Sir, you are free, your Siſter, all are tree 3 
Enjoy your Empire, Ranſomlels return. 
Cof. To ſee this Vertue, 
Is more to me than Empire 3. and to be 
O'recome by you, a glorious Victory. | 
| Max. Now, in the Dzvil's Name, what means he next ? 
Dio. T know that Glory 

Is like Alcides Shirt, if 'tis kept on | 

Till Pride has mixt it with our Blood 3 nor can we 

Part with it at our pleaſure. Pull it off, 

It brings along with it both Fleſh and Sinews, 

And leaves us living Monſters. 

Max. Would it were 
My turn to put it on, I'd hazard that. 
Dio. No, 111 not be forc'd 

Our of this glorious Caſtle 3 uncompell'd 

I-will ſurrender 1t. Let it ſuffice, 7 

Fhave toucht the Height of Humane Happinel>, 

And fix here my Nox ultra, Hitherto 
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\ My es it ſince thy Eove' has belt no change, 
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I have liv'd a Servant to- pings Thoughts, : . k 
And fading Glories 3 my Remains of Life , .-. 
| dedicate to Vertuez and-to keep 
iy Faith untainted, farewel Pride and Pomp,. - 
All Circumſtance of glorious Majeſty, | 
Farewel for ever. | 11 1A" 
Max. What follows now ? 
Dio. Nephew, I have notcd, 
That you have long, with cnvious Eyes, lookt © on 
My flouriſhing Fortune 3 you. ſhall have poſteſlion, 
Of my Felicity; I deliver up 
My Empire, and this Gem, which once priz d 
Above it. Here Maximinian, take her, and take all: 
1 know ſhe's not averſe to it. 
Aur. I gave my ſelf by a {olemn Vo to you, Sir 5 
Diſpoſe of me as yon pleaſe. 
Dis. Then you are his. 
Noble Charinxs, have we your Conſent+? 
Cha. I am fo amaz'd, I know not what to ſay. 
Great Sir, diſpoſe of me, of all. 
Dio. You are too gracious 3 your Approbation 
Is all I beg; the Soldicrs Love l doubt not. _. 
His Valour, Gentlemen, will deſerve your Favours, 
Which let my prayers further. Now all is yours : 
But-I have been too liberal, and given that 
I maſt entreat for now. 
Max, How | WasI flatter'd with imagin'd Greatneſs. 
Am I become yourSport? 
Dio. Miſtake me not '*cis only the poor Grange, 
; The Patrimony which my Father left me, 
"Tis only that I ſue for. 
Max. *Tis yours, Sir, all the pleaſant Valley round it; 
All ſhall be yours, and we'll attend you thither. 
Dio. No, Maximiniarn, no ; 
| T have taken leave of Pomp an Ceremony. , 
In Rome ſeek Honour and' Renown 3, Ill ſtudy + 4 
To hind Content elſewhere. Difſaade me, nOt'5 -...r 4 
My Reſolution's fixt: And now Drufl/a, fs 
Being as poor as when I vow'd, to. make.thee 
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Dru. I tl lov'd 
Yaqur Perſon, not your Fortunes: In a Cottage, 
Being yours, I am an Empreſs, 
Del. And I'll make the Change moſt happy. 
Dio. Let me entreat 
Charinus, Maximinian, and Aurelia, | 
To ſee my Vow perform'd. You but attend 
My Glortes to their Urn, Now Maxinminian, 
O're-run the World; Let me my (elf ſabdue : 
Give me Content, and take all Honour, You. [ Exennt. 


Exd of the Fourth AZ. 


ACT V.. SCE © 
Scene agPallace. 
Enter Maximinian and Aurelia. 


Aur. V 7Hy droops my Lord, my Love, my Life, my Ceſar ? 
Does not (with open Arms) your Fortune court 

Rome owns you for her Maſter ; I my ſelf (you ? 

Obey you as my Husband, love and ſerve you. | 

If you contemn not theſe, and think *em Curſes, 

I have no other Hope nor no Ambition, 

No Wiſh beyond this Happineſs. 

Max. Ch my Azrelia! 
Thou Parent, and thou Nurſe of all my Glories, 


And Comfort of my Life ; I had better liv'd 


Poor and obſcure, and never reach'd the Top 
Of this great Empire, than be in daily danger 
To be thrown headlong down, almoſt as foon 
As TI have reach'd it. | 
Aur. Theſe are Pannick Terrors _ 
You faſhion to your ſelf. Is not my Brother 
(Your Equal and Copartner in' the Empire) 
Vow'd and confirm'd your Friend'? the Soldier conſtant ? 


Has not your Uncle Dioclefian taken ; | - 
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Thou Maſculine Greatneſs, 


_ And thou ſhalt fiine among, thoſe leſſer Lights 


- 
— 
o 


Max. The Fear I am not fixt, and the Affurance |: 
That what I am. poſleſt of's not my own, 
Bur ſtill depends upon another's Favour, . 
For nothing's more uncertain (my, Aurelia). 
Than Power that ſtands not on its proper Baſs. 
Oh, the Foundation's Weak | But Pll be plainer, 
He hide no Thought from you., Is not the Empire 
My Uncle's Gift ? and may he not reſume it 
Upon the leaſt Diſtaſte > Does not Charinus 
Croſs me in my Deſigns? And what 1s Mgallgy 
When *tis divided ? Does not the inſolent Soldier 
Call what I have, his Nonative? And what can take 
More from our Honour ? No, (my wiſe Aurelia) 
If I- to-you- am more than all the World, 
As ſure you are to me; if we deſire 
To be ſecure, we muſt be Abſolute; 
And know no Equal. | 
When we are obey'd for Feaygand not Entreaty, 
Then we are ſafe. | 
Aur. Your Mother brought you 
Inte tke World an Emperor : You perſuade 
But what [ would have counſel'd. Nearnelſs of Blood, 
ſpet, Piety, and Gratitnde, 
And all the Holy Dreams of Vertuous*Fools, 
Muſt vaniſh into Nothing, when Ambition _ 
(The Maker of great Minds, and Nurſe of Honour) 
Puts m for Empire : Then you muſt forget 
Your ſimple Uncle, think he was-the Maſter 
(In being once an x 795 of a Jewel 
Whoſe Worth and: Le he knew not.. For Charinur,,. 
(No more my Brother) if he bea Stop _ 
To your Defigns, he is to me a Stranger, 
And ſo to be removd.. - 
Mzx. Thou more than Woman; | 
Oh how. I glory in thee !+ Thoſe Great Women 
Antiquity. is proud of, : when thon art nam'd, 
Shall. be no more remembred. | Be but conſtant, 
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is Farewel of the World? What then diſturbs.you 2 
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r Phabe, 
And be ador 


Enter Charinus, Niger, and Guards, 


Aur. Here's Charinws, with Anger on his brow. 
Max. Let him ſtorm, 
And you ſhall hear me thunder. 
Cha. He difpoſe of 
My Provinces at his pleaſure, and confer 
Thoſe Honours (which are only mine to give) 
Upon his Creatures! : 
Nig. Mighty Sir, aſcribe it , 
To his aſſurance of your Love and Favour, 
And not to Pride or Malice. 
Cha. No, good Neger, 
Courtiſie ſhall not fool me; he ſhall know 
I lent a Hand to raiſe him, and will defend him 
While he continues Good : But the ſame Strength, 
It Pride makes him uſurp upon my Right, 
Shall ſtrike him to the Center. You are well met, Sir. 
Max. That's as you pleaſe to make it. Sir, I hear 
That you repine, and think your ſelf much wrongd, 
Becauſe, without your Leave, I have beſtow'd 
The Ga/iar Pro-Conſulſhip upon 
A Follower of mine. 
Cha. [Tis true 3 and wonder you durſt attempt it. 
Max. Durſt, Charinws ! 
Cha. Durſt, Maximiniar 3 
Again I ſpeak it. Think you me ſo tame, 
So heavy, and unaCtive, to fit down 
With ſuch Diſhonour ? But recall your Grant, 
And ſpeedily ; or by the Rowan Gods, 
It quickly ſhall be try'd who has moſt Power 
In Rome, and 1n the Empire. 
Max. Thou haſt none. 
But by Permiſſion. Alas ! poor Charinxs, 
Thou Shadow of an Emperor, I ſcorn thee, 


as ſhe ts. 


Thee, and thy Childiſh Threats. The Gods appoint him 
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The abſolue Diſpoſer of the Earth 
Who has the ſharpeſt Sword : I am ſure, Charinss, 
| L 2 
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Thou'v wear & to0 Ault 2 ONE. . When crael Air 
Had kill'd Nmerianws, thy Brother, © 
(An A@ that would have made a trembling Coward 
As daring as Alcides ) thy poor Fear 
Made thee wiak at it : Then rofe up my Uncle, 
(The Honour of the Empire, and of Rome } 

Againſt the Traytor, and, amidſt his Pn. 
Puniſh'd the Treaſon. This bold darin 
Got him the Soldiers Sn _y 0 mg T 
And howſoever his tao gent | : 
Allow'd thee the Name _— as his his Gift, ; { 
I challenge the Succeſſion. => Ho : 
| Cha. Thouart cozend. 


Sag 
SOL SEARM ED 


When the Receiver of a Courteſie - | 4 
Cannot ſuſtain the Weight it carries with it, 2 
'Tis but a Trial, not & confirm'd AQ. F 
Thou haſt in thofe few Days of thy ſhort Reign” a 
Sham'd Noble Drockffar, _ his Gift: rojo yrt k 
Nor doubt I, when he's once rightly infornrd jþ 
How much the Glorions Romar Empire groans : 
Under thy Tyranny, but he'will forfake / : 


His Private Life, and once again reſiime | 

His former Maj jeſty-.” IO do t-not, oidiers, ITN 

But that this Malaga, -# rung up in a Night, © 

Shall as ſoon wither. And for you, Aurelia, 

It you efteem my Ec; or your' own, : 

Fly from a certain Ruin. So farewel. ©) | A 
# 


Ere long you ſhall hear more. [Ex. Charins, Niger, Guard: 
Arr, Are you ſtruck dumb, | i: 

That you make no Reply > GI T1. - 
Max. My Life, F®8 do, -+-* oth t 119; I 

And after talk. I will prevent their Plots, 

And turn 'em on ther own accirſed Heads. 

My Uncle! Shall I live in fear of hyn> 

Shall Juſtice, Piety, or Gratitude, 3g: 126114 A 

Stop my Ambition in'its fall Careere? 19's 

No, he who would a mighty Empire nA LAELG | 

Maſt level all that Ee) Tool 0 ah DING Event 
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Cog gy ids 1.11067, us} 
Scene. 4 bs Walk in the middle of 'a_ great Wood ; at the 
farther end 'is a Proſpett = Dioctchan's Grange ma 
delightful alley, 


Enter Twp or Three Conntrymen. 


x Co. Doſt think this great Man will contintte with us 

2 Cou. Continue?” yes, what elſe? he has bonghe the great 
And all the Grounds about it,all the Woods tooz (Farms 
And Itockt it like an Emperor. 

1 Cox. But hark ye. 
We muſt not call him Emperor. 

2 Con. That's all one, 
He is the King of good. Fellows, that's no Treaſon : ; 
And ſo I call hitn, tho' I be hang'd fort. _ 

r Cox. Now all our Sports again, and alt our Gatnbols : ; 
Our Songs, and Evenipg Darices on the Green. 
| 2 Cox. Ay, ay he ſhall have Songs, if that will pleaſe tum, 

Well bawl moſt fearfully. 

1 Con. We muſt all be Fine, and Neat. 
On goes my Ruler Jerkin with. blue Bnttoris, = 

2 Con. And my ren, Breeches I was rtied in. 
We'll be all Hand om too, and waſh ous Faces. 
Neighbour, 1 fee a remnant of March Duſt 


That's hatch'd into your Cot Go tothe Barbers, 


And mundefie your Muzzel. 


Enter au 


x Cox. Tt ſhall be done : . But who comediiers? i 
2 Car. No doubt tis fome great Man. 
I Con. Let us be civil then, angſhew our Breeding: 
Heaven bleſs your Worſhip. 
2 Con, Your Greatneſs, or your Mightineſs, what 3 you pleaſe, 
Get. Thanks my good People. (Sir. 
Stand off, and know your Duties. As I take it, = 
Yoit are the labouring People cf, the Village, _ 
That Plow, and, got, keep Sheep——7- Stand farther off yet, 


a S 4 #4 


And minole not - with. .my Authority, 


} am too "mighty for your company. 
z Cor 


 ® T'Cox. We know it, Sir, an | we © deſire y your ir Worip — 
2 Cor. Your Honour, Fool ——- 

x Cox. Your Honour; Fool; 'to take a little notice xe of us, ; 
And recommend- ns, Sir, to our few Landlord, —_— 
And if our Country Sports can pleaſe him, Sir. | 

Get. For your Sports ( my Friends ) they may be ſeen. 
Yes, out of the abundance'of my Wiſdom. . * 

And Favour, when they're ready, yl behold %em. 


You ſtare upon me, Friends, as i You knew me. | . 
'Tis true, 1 have been a Raſcal as you are; | q 


A Fellow of no mention, nor no mark, | CK. 
Juſt fuch another piece of Dirt, fo faſhion d.” 

_ But Time, that purifies all things of merit, 

Has ſet another Stamp on me. *' Come nearer, ' 

And be not fearful ; I takeoff my Auſterity. 


Now know me for the great and nay > Yeward j 
Under this: Man of 'Honour. Een F 
__ AL. Weall acknowledge y TE - . I 

Get. He was a, kind of Raſcal once like me,- 27 nl q 

Or little better, but that muſt be forgot too. © : 

Take notice now, yare all of ye my V Vaſlals.. $504 Fmt x 

I can, as Trials, diſpoſe of you _- ELLECES : 

Can blow you, and Gr Clttel out 0 "ih Copter. nn [ 

But fear me, gu: es favour. Conte along ETETS.., 

And I will hear your. Songs, and Verge —_ L 
1. Con, 1 hope you will, —_— 5, gta a8 A 
Get. *Tis not a thin impoſſible, Uhr 5 fares voadtrwnſt bs 

Perhaps I'll fing my (elf, the:more to" phjah, 262 an con : 

And it I like your Women. ws | z 
2 Con. Well haye the beſt, Sir, young, handſpm Girls. ; 


Get. The handſomer, the better. 


You may bring your Wrves tg9o, Twill be al one charge to ye: 
For I muft know your Families. | | | 


AU. You ol, Lr. 


ater Delphia. i 


Del. *Tis well my / Bonely Friends, Iknow yare hatching, 
Some pleaſurable Sports for your great Landlord. 
FH! him with Joy, and Pleaſure, win him to ye, 
And make his little Grange ſeem a large 2 be 
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: 'To threaten our contents. Nor here, Druflla, 


Full of all ſweet content. Thus win his favour, 
Which daily ſhall be ſhow'rd upon yon all. 
Get. Will you lend us a Devil to play Gratis ? 
Fidlers are very chargeable. 
Del. I, I, any thing 3 and Bag-pipes thathall play alone. 
Get. I thank you. | ar £f | 
Come follow me; and get all ready inſtantly. [ Exennt. 


Del. Do, and when you are prepared, come hither Friends, 
You'bfind him in this Grove. 


Enter Diocles, and Drufilla. 


Dio. Come, my Druſil/a, 
The Partner, _ of my Happineſs. 
I hope now you believe me ? 
Druſ. Yes, and dare aſſure you, 
I am moſt happy, if you think your ſelf ſq. 
Dio. 1 am, my ſweet. 
I ſwear to thee, I find now by experience, 
Content dwells not in- Courts. 
Druj. Walk .on,. Sir,  - | 
The Grove is cool, the gentle Breeze refreſhing. 
Dio. Oh my Druf#la, by 
When Man has caſt off his ambitious Greatneſs ; 
Retir'd into the ſweetneſs of himſelf 
Built his Foundation upon honeſt Thoughts, 
Not great, but good Deſires, his daily Servants, 
How quietly he ſleeps ! how joytully - 
He wakes again, and looks on his Poſleffions, . 
And from his willing Labours feeds with Pleafure ! 
Here haug no Comets in the ſhapes of Crowns, 


Cares, like Eclipſes, darken our endeayours. : 
Druſ. 1 am glad you make the right uſe of this ſweetnef.. 

This homely, but this innocent retirednels. . | 
Dio, "Tis ſweet indeed, 

And every circumſtance about it, ſhews it. . * | 

How hberal is the Spring ma every; place ?- -- 

The Artificial Court, ſeems but a Shadow, . 

A painted imitation of-this glory. | 

How ſweet the Flow rs ſmell !. here's Naturc jn perfetion... 
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Let all the HE ky CE Ie wi puſiithis,”" FT «0 
The charming't Ladies Cheek, ſhew ſach- a "Gator 's 
| Here, in ſweet poverty, dwells noble Nature. 

And every thing we add, Aduheratrher.” C697 PH 
What Mulick's this ? /. > \ [Pipes within. 

Del. You ſhall want no Delights to entertain you 3 

Your Country Neighbours (Sir:) arecome to welcome you, 
To ſhew their honeſt Sports 3: pray grace 'em, Sir. + _ 
A King ſhall never feel your Joy. Sit down Sun. ® 
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Exter Conntr ymen, and Women they. Dance +. Before 'tis half 
- finiſh'd Delphia interrupts "em. k. 
Del. Hold, hold, leave off a*while. 7 
Dio. What ail you Mother? you look pale; and tremble. 
Del. No, I am only careful of. your Ger. 
Be not diſturb'd my. Son,:fit down again. -: -/ | 
And now, finiſh your Dance. | | 


| Enter Maximinian, / 65.7 a and Soldiers, They fand at a 1 
diſtance till the Dance is friſh'd. F, 
Del. Do you ſee that mighty Man > © © 
Be not amaz'd, bur let him "ig his worſt. EIT 
Max. How confident he fits- afnongſt his Pleaſures! | 
And what a chearful Celour's "in his Face pF: - b 
And yet he ſees me: too;'the' Soldiers with me. > - 
Aur. What you: have reſolv'd to-do, do an, £ 
And then you are an Emperor. \ | . | E 
_— I will. l.Coofir ” | 
zo. My a m, I roſes ou 5. 
You, and ro Dane lovely Empreſs! Foy 0 you Rt 
Max. I am nov'come to/farſkeit;, +1, #22 
With theſe poor, Clowniſh Pleaſuress bat 't to tell oo” 
I look-upon yol. like my, Winding-ſbeet, 
The Urn to all my | -500h 168M | 
For whilſt you are ahve 
Dio. Alive my Coufin?: = 1 
Max. I fay alive, Fam no IY ? 
I am nothing but my own -diſquier. q: 
Dio. How, Sir ? 
Mex. 'Tis true, Sir, the Soldiers doat on' you. 


I would 
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I would fain ſpare yon; but my own ſecurity 
Compels me to forget you are my Uncle, 
Compels me to forget you made meCeſar. 
For whilſt you are zemembred, I am deſpis'd. 
Del. Fear nothing, 
Dio. Did 1 not chuſe this Poverty, to raiſe you? 
I gave that Royal Lady to your Arms,  _ 


+” 7. 
. 


_ Bleſt you with her bright Beauty ! Gave the Soldier; 


The Soldier that hung to me, fixt him to you. 
Gave you the Worlds command. 
Max. This ſhall not help you. 
Dio. Hear once for all, and then conſider wiſely, 
Place round about my Grange a Garriſon, 
And if I offer to exceed my Limits, 
Or ever in my common Talk name Emperor, 
Or look for Adoration, nay for Courtelie, 
Above the Days Salute. : 
Max. This will not ſerve. Soldiers, diſpatch himinſtantly, 
And all the Treaſure that I have— [Thunder and Lightning. 
I Sol. The Earth ſhakes ! | 
We totter up and down, we cannot ſtand, Sir. 
Methinks, the Mountains tremble too! F_ 
2 Sol. How thick the Flaſhes come ! we ſhall be bura'd all. 
Del. Fall on Soldiers. Ef 
You that ſell innocent Blood. Fall on, and bravely. 
Sol. We cannot ſtir. 
Del. You, Sir, you have your Liberty, 
So has this Lady too. Why don't you do 1t ? 
[ A Hand with a —_ Bolt in it 
Ee 


appears over their Heads. 


Are you amaz'd ? Look 'ore thy Head Maximinian, 
| Read there the will of Heaven. Nay cruel Lady, 


You have your ſhare in it too. What ſay you now £ 
Does all your Glory quake ? ah: 
Aur. Oh it ſhakes ſtill! 
Max. And dreadfully it threatens. / | 
We acknowledge, Sir, our baſe and foul intentions 3 
And faults contels'd, they ſay, are half forgiven. 
By your old Love, the Blood that runs between Us. —— 


Aur. By that Love you once _ me 3 by that, S1r, This 
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This ; bleſſed Lads now ' jnlovs y "Oh, Maar, 45 
Speak for us, or we are loſt for ever. * 
Druſ. Oh fear him not, he is all goodneſs Lady" ; 
He has no Pride, no Malice, no. Revenge. 
He's pittiful as'a' forgiving God. [The Hard is taken in. 
_ - Dio. Riſe Madam) riſe my Couſin, I forgive you. 
Great as you are, injoy your Greatneſs ſtill, os, 
While I place all my Empire in content. 
Once-more  give'yon all, learn to deſerve it, 
And henceforth ftady Jaſtice, 1 more than Greatnels. 
My poor Honſe is not fit to entertain you. 
But ſuch. a_ hearty Welcome as a poor Man 
And his trae Love can make you, and your Empreſs, 
You freely ſhall command. | | 
 _ Aur. Oh, Sir, it is enough 3 LM 
| We ſhall injoy all Riches in your Goodneſs. ' 
' Sl, Long live the good” and gracious Diocleſiar. 

Dio. 1 thank you Soldiers, and forgive your raſhneſs. 
And' Royal Sit, long may they honour. you. 
Now Mother, can yolt treat an 262 ror? | 

Det. Yes, Sir, and like himſelf.” 

He ſhall be enterrain'd as Nobly, wE 
As if he were. in Rome; my Art Mal Kit" me aſe. 
| Sit down.” and traſt to me. 


The M AS Qu E. 
A Prelude. Enter Cupid and Sings A 
my Al the Nymphs and the Fawns uk the Woods. 


FINY They call wichin. 


| With. The IEED wr. + 

' Cup. Call the Naides, and Gods ys the Hood... 16 
With. T he Naides, EEE IPO OM OP. 
Cup. Cafl Flora, nd Conf: > aa i To,1 Sans Pa 
Wich.. lora-e Wet. oe Ds = 
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up.  Silenus, and Momus. 
With. Silenns, ec. 
Cup. Call Bacchus, and his merry merry Fellows, 
With. Bacchus, exc. 
Cup. Silvanus, and Ceres, and Tellus. 
With. Silvanus, &c. 
Cup. All leave for a while their Abodes. 
With. All leave, &. 
Cup. Let the Graces; and Pleaſures repair, 
With the Youthful, the Gay, the Witty, and Fair. 
May all harmleſs Delights, 
Happy Days, and kind Nights, 
For ever attend this bleſt Pair. 
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Enter a Bachanalian, and a Silyan, and ſing the 
following Song in Two Parts. 


F YOme, come away, Sh 
Y ANo delay, 

Come away. 

All know 'tis his wil, 

Then all ſhew their sKill, 


1o grace Loves Iriumphmg Duy. 


While a Symphony is Playing, a Machine deſcends, 
ſo large, it fills all the Space, from the Frontiſpiece of 
the Stage, to the farther end of the Houle ; and fixes 
it ſelf by two Ladders of Clouds to the Floor. In it 
are Four ſeveral Stages, repreſenting the Pallaces of 
two Gods, and two Goddeſſes: The firſt is the Pallace 
of Flora ; the Columns of red and white Marble, 
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breaking through the Clonds ; the Columns Fluted and | 
Wreath'd about with all forts of Flow'rage ; the Pede- 
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ftals and Flutings inrich'd with. Gold. The Second is, 
The Pallace of the Goddeſs Pomona, the Columns of 
blue Marble, wound about with all kind of Fruitage, 
and inrich'd with Gold as the othes. "The Third is, 
The Pallace of Bacchus, the Columns of green Marble, 
Wreath'd and' Inrichd with Gold, with, Cluſters of 
Grapes hanging round 'em.. The laſt is the Pallace of 
the Sun ; it is ſupported on either Side by Rows of 
Termes, the lower part white 'Marble, the: upper part 
Gold. The whole Object is terminated wich a glow- 
ing Cloud, on which is a Chair: of State, all of Gold, 
the Sun breaking through rhe Cloud, and-making a Glo- 
' ry about it: As this deſcends, there riſes. from under 
the Stage a pleaſant Proſpe&t of a Noble Garden, con. 
ſiſting of Fountains, and Orange Trees ſer in large 
Vaſes : the middle Walk leads to a Pallace ar a great 
diſtance. Ar the fame time Enters Silvanus, Bacchus, 
Flora, Pomona, Gods of the Rivers, Fawns, Nymphs, He- 
ro's, Heromes, Shepherds, Shepherdeſſes, the Gyaces, and 
Pleaſures, with the reſt of their followers. The 
Dancers place themſelves on every Stage in the Ma- 
chine: the Singers range themlelves abour the Stage. 


\. CHORUS of all. 
_ Behold, ob mightieſt of Gods, behold, 


At thy command we. come | 
The Gay, the Sad, 
The Grave, the Glad, 
The louthfid, and the Old, 
All meet as at the Day. of Doom. 
Behold, ob mightieſt of Gods, behold, 
At thy command we come | 
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mm The Firſt Entry of Hero's on the Stage. 
After the Entry, two Wood-Gods fing in Parts. 


H the / weet Delights of Love! 
Who would live and not enjoy 'em ? 
Td nf; the Throne of Jove, 
Should Pow r or Majeſty deftroy' emi, , 
Give me Doubts, and give me Fears, 
Give me Sighs, od give me Tears ; 
But let Love, let Love remove 'em, 
I approve 'em, 
I approve em ; 
But let Love, let Love remove em. 


þ Then one of the Fauns Sings. 


Et Monarchs fight for Pow'r and Fame;: 
8 With Noiſe and Arms Mankind alarm; 
[ _ . Let daily Fears their Quiet fright, 

5 And Cares diſturb their Reſt at Night. 

_ Greatneſs ſhall ne er my Soul inthral; 

Give me content, and I have all. 


Fear, Mighty Love | to thee I call ; 


Give me Aſtrza, ſhe's my All: 
That ſoft, that ſweet, that charming Fair, 
Fate cannot hurt ah T bave her. 


She s Wealth, and Pow r,, and only ſhe, + 
ARS. s all Fo World to me. 


CHORUS. 
Flear, Mighty, &c. 


The Second Entry on the Firſt x Stage in the Machin, 


| by two "Men and two Women. 


Then Two of Baccbu's Lens Sing. 


Ake room, : dls room, 
For the" great God of Wine, 
The -—#HMRf come _ | 
With Liquor Divme. 
Make room, GCC. 


( 


Then this is ſung by one F) Go $ 


Followers. 


IT Im wiſhing, fell deſiring ; ; 
Still ſhe's giving, T requiring ; ; 
us each Gift I think too mall, 
| Still the more- Tam preſented,” 
Still the leſs T am contented, - 
| Tho ſhe vows ſhe has given” me al. 


Can Drufilla give no'more? 


Has ſhe laviſi)d alt ber Stores 
Muſt my Hopes to nothing fall ? \ 


Ah you know not half your Treaſure ;, 
, Give me More, give" over: -meaſtre, : 


Jet you can never give me folk © 
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21145" 3 The nog who hears, mclines to Sm ; 


The Third Entry on the Rs Stage in the Machin, 
by. Four Women. Then, 


 Aﬀeer it this Dialogue, berweeti a Shepherd and a 
— 


Shepherd. 


Ell me why (my Charming Fair) 
Tell me why. you thus deny me * 
Can Deſpair, 
Or theſe Sighs or Looks of Care, G 
Make Corinna ever fly me ? 
Tell me, tell me, cruel Fair, 
Tell me why you thus deny me? 


— wh 1 


0h Mircillo!. 308 re above. me, 
T reſpe&,” but dare not love ye. 


Who Parties, half gives up the Town ; 
421d ravenous Love. foon enters in, 
When once” the Out-work's beaten down, 


Then my Sighs and Tears won't move ye. 


Nv», Mirtillo, youre ahove me ; 
I reſpect; ut dare not ine X- 


Shepherd. 


hon | 
chepherd, 


Could this lovely charmin Maid 
Think Mirtillo' would deceive hs 2 

Could Corinna be afraid 
She by him ſhould be betray'd ? 
No, too well, too well T love her, 
There fore cannot be above her. 

Then let Love with Love be paid. 

'  4b1 my Life, my All T give her, 


Let me now, oh now receive = 


Shepherdeſs 


: Mi how gladly we believe, 
When the Heart is too too willmg -* 
Can that Look, that Face deceive ? 
| | Can be take delight in killing ? 
uR Ah\ T die, if you deceive me 
Tet 1 will, I will believe Fe 


CHORUS in Two Part. 
Ab | bow gladly, & : 
- The Fourth Entry on the Third BECRY by two Youths. 
Then this Song by one of che Pleaſures, 


' LL our Days and our Nights 
Shall be ſpent m Delights, 
"Tis a Tribute that's due to the Joung : 
Let the Ugly and Ol, 
The Sitkly andold; 
Think the Pleaſures of Love laſt too long. 


—— 
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Begone, 


Be gone, be Lone_1mportunate Reaſon, Feu; oil 
> Wiſdom, and Conneel; is now out of Seaſon. 


(8 


Let us Dance, let_us Sing, 
While 'oar Life's in its Spring, = 
And give all to the Great God of Love. © 
Let 5 Revel, and Play, © 1 #: ; 

and rejoyce, while we may, 1 
Since Old Time theſe Delights will temove.” 


OT, 


Be gone, be gone 1nportuuate | Regſon, / © 
Wiſdom, and Councel is now out of Seaſon... 
CHORUS. 


Be gone, be gone, &c. 1 


*S 
by 
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The Sixth Entry on che fartheſt Stage by Two Children. 


Then thS CHORUS of all. 
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Triumph, Triumph viftorious Love, 
Triumph 'ore the Univerſe ! 
The greateſt Hero's bow to thee ; 
All Nature owns thy Deity ; 
Thou haſt tam'd the mighty Jove. 
, Thenall rehearſe, 
In Noble Verſe, 
_ - The Glory of all-mighty Love. 
* + From Pole to Pole his Fame re-ſound, 
Sing it the Univerſe around ! 
x _ Triumph, Triumph victorius Love, 
Triumph "ore the Univerſe. 
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are on * the Stave" aid thoſe "hm wrt" m 2h ſeverd 
ſn} the Machme; dance 4 Grand Dance to the 
the Chorus. Y Ts end of” &, "Drums are heard 
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Del. They are: your Fri 
Charings, the. old. 
They heard ( Sir of your 
To reſcue you 5 Þtit-/ i BO m6" 3-' 
This Night two: Egon youmuſt.enjetrains- LAVHL 
Dio.. Oh Mother ! 
I have the will, but c#orthe/polwr ib dd it. | 
und all your - nnerage. as 


Del. Leave that to me. d ; 
With harmleG'Sports, and innocent 'Diyetfions 
We'll meer 'em on their March, and treat 'em Nobly. 
Dz0.. es let 'em know 3 
.Quict,'Conteiit, and; t Ve; b 
More = Joys, tha Ki og 
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What mighty pains we take to be undone. 
Is t not enough, -- ou Rudy our. undoing, 


But we muſt be contrivmg our own ruine ; 
To ſtop the | der 4 4 Kieelfon made, 
We wiſely ſent far Triſh to our aid ; 


Who, would not "ſwear 1 we have the fame pretence* © 
To fetch good Breeding, Wit, and Learning or 


As hope our Stage, all 07s) ſhould exceed, 
And mingling with us, mend our Engliſh biel) 
When this is brought to paſs, I am afraid 

That in a Play bouſe T ſhail dye a Mad ; 


That Miracles don't ceaſe, oa I [hall ſee 
Some FRgON Martyrs for their Honeſty. 


And he 


- the greateſt Bigot of the Nation, 


him burn for Tranſubſtantiation. 


Or hope to ſee, from ſuch a Mongrel breed, 
Wits ts the Godlike Shakeipear ſhall exceed : 


Or what 


has dropt from Fletcher's fluent Pen, 


Our this days Author, or the Eearned-Ben. 


Now all our Writers, all their gifts impart 
In ſpight of Nature ; and m ſcorn ; of Art. 
" Neo wonder Irifh Fuze;  obfenre- our Lohr, 


| When ſuch as ſcarce can read, preſume to write. 
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And once trye us, u | 
{l be content to live 
re we manage wo 


” 


And that is very hard to 


Tf you our total rune 
as 


© Well Sirs, fance others Faults T have made known, 
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